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General History of the Church

•

lll

Nashville

H. LEO BOLES
Nashville, Tenn., has been called "the modern Jerusalem." There are more churches of Christ in this city
than in any other city of the world. The church in Nashville, like the church in Jerusalem, had a small beginning, but it has grown to great proportions. In 1827 the
Baptist Church in Nashville, under the leadership of
P. S. Fall, rejected its creed and name and accepted the
Bible as its only infallible rule of faith and practice. It

Mr. Campbell had an important part in preaching the
gospel in the early days of the church in this city.
In 1831 Tolbert Fanning came to Nashville to enter the
Nashville University. He remained a student in this university for four years, and was graduated from it in 1835.
During his sojourn in Nashville as a student he preached
the gospel in Nashville and other places in Middle Tennessee. During one vacation he made a tour with A. Campbell to Ohio and Kentucky. He was a close friend of A.
Campbell. From 1832 to 1836 T. Fanning and Absalom
Adams were engaged as evangelists of the church in
Nashville. These evangelists preached in many counties
in Middle Tennessee and established many churches.
Churches were planted in Franklin, Murfreesboro, Columbia, Lebanon, Shelbyville, and Gallatin; many church"s
were established in other points of these counties. Th~
Nashville Church was missionary in its work. The church
was greatly strengthened by the labors of these evangelists. Later, T. Fanning established Franklin College,
but was close enough to render much service to the cause
of Christ in Nashville.
In 1847 Jesse B. Ferguson was called from Kentucky
to labor with the church in Nashville. The church house
at that time was located on Church Street, near what
is now known as Loew's Theater. Mr. Ferguson continued his successful labors with the church for four years.
He was the most popular preacher in the South at that
time. However, he began to preach his speculative theories about spiritualism. Strife and division resulted, and
the church was almost destroyed. In 1850 a new church
house had been erected, which was equal in architecture
and convenience to any church house in Nashville. This
house was erected at a cost of about thirty thousand dollars. This shows the strength of the church at that time.
The membership of the church was about three hundred.
Mr. Ferguson published his views on spiritualism in his
paper, The Christian Magazine. Alexander Campbell

TOLBERT FANNING

henceforth became known as the church of Christ, and
modeled its work and worship after the New Testament
pattern. When the question of discarding the creed and
Baptist name was put to a vote, twenty-five out of twentyeight voted to become a New Testament church. In 1831
P. S. Fall left Nashville to return to Kentucky, but he
had trained the membership so that the worship was continued by the elders of the church. Many others were
able to take part in the public exercises. Tolbert Fanning
said in 1831 that nearly all of the brethren were teachers
and exhorters.
In the fall of 1830 Alexander Campbell left Bethany,
Va., to visit Nashville and other points. He did ~ot reach
Nashville until December. He remained in company with
P. S. Fall and spoke many times to the church. During
this visit Obadiah Jennings, a Presbyterian minister, engaged Mr. Campbell in a discussion. This was an informal debate, but it was the first discussion ever held in
Nashville by a representative of the church of Christ.
During this visit to Nashville, Mr. Campbell preached in
Franklin, Tenn. In 1853 Mr. Campbell planned another
visit to Nashville. Again he visited Nashville in 1855.
During the visits of Mr. Campbell to Nashville he baptized more than forty people. Some of those baptized
were among the most prominent citizens of Nashville.

P. S. FALL
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made reply to him in The Millennia! Harbinger. Mr. Ferguson finally quit the church and went into spiritualism,
and finally died in dishonor and failure.
In l&Ql..Da~Li scomb, a young man twenty-six years
old, came to Nashville and began to gather together the
broken fragments and discouraged members which had
been shattered by Mr. Ferguson. No history of the church
in Nashville could be written from that time to the present without including the labors of David Lipscomb. No
one man has had so much to do with establishing the cause
of Christ in Nashville as David Lipscomb. His work was
supplemented by his colaborer, E. G. Sewell. These two
labored together for more than a half century in Nashville. The present generation of Christians is largely indebted to these two men of God. The year that David
Lipscomb came to Nashville he preached one afternoon
in South Nashville in a fireman's hall on old Cherry
Street. He was encouraged to come by three sisters.
These three sisters and a small child composed his audience on that occasion. Later, South College Street Church
was established in 1887. The churches · on Green Street,
Carroll Street, Flat Rock, and Waverly Place grew out of
the missionary efforts of the South College Street Church.
This church is now known as Lindsley A venue Church.
In 1870 E. G. Sewell moved to Nashville and located on
Boscobel Street, in what was then known as "Edgefield."
In 1871, with the assistance of David Lipscomb, a congregation was established in an upstairs room in Odd Fellows' Hall, on Woodland Street. This became known as
the Woodland Street church of Christ. In 1887 it numbered one hundred twenty-four; its membership finally
reached two hundred thirty-nine. This is the first church
that was established in what is now East Nashville. The
original church, located on Church Street, had moved to
Vine Street. Vine Street had gone into digression. Woodland Street now began to affiliate with the missionary
society and finally introduced instrumental music in the

worship. E. G. Sewell and others were forced to abandon the church property which they had sacrificed to buy.
They rented a private schoolroom on Tenth Street, between Woodland and Russell Streets, about five blocks
from the house which was taken from them. This became
known as the Tenth Street Church. It finally sold its
property and bought what is now known as the Russell
Street Church property.
David Lipscomb preached in the old army barracks in
North Nashville. A mission was sustained here for a
long time, and finally North Spruce Church was established. This is now known as Eighth A venue, North,
Church. In 1870 Brother Lipscomb and others began

J. C. McQUIDDY

E. G. SEWELL

preaching on First Street, Northeast Nashville, or Edgefield. A mission was sustained here for some time, and
finally Foster Street Church was organized. This continued to be Foster Street Church until 1927, when the
church bought a lot and erected a house on Grace Avenue.
Old Foster Street is now Grace Avenue Church. In 1872
David Lipscomb held two or three meetings in Watkins'
Chapel, in Northwest Nashville. From the work done
there J o Johnston A venue Church and Charlotte A venue
Church were established.
J. A. Harding came as an evangelist to Nashville in
1888. He held a number of meetings under a tent in tb41
city. He made a profound impression on the citizenry of
Nashville. The denominations were stirred, and J. B.
Moody, a Baptist preacher, challenged Brother Harding
for a debate. Arrangements were made and the debate
began May 27, 1889, and continued sixteen nights. This
is known as the "Moody-Harding Debate." This debate
was put in book form. After this debate the cause of
Christ grew rapidly-in fact, one of the most succe ful
epochs in the history of the church in Nashville followed
the victory achieved by Brother Harding in that debate.
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Churches began to multiply in the city. In 1901 there
were eighteen churches in Nashville, with a membership
of forty-five hundred.
The history of the church of Christ in Nashville is not
complete without a record of the influence of the Gospel
AdvO<~ate. In, 18554'. Fanning and William Lipscomb began the publication of the Gospel Advocate. They continued the publication until 1860. The war between the
states caused a suspension of its publication. In 1866 T.
Fanning and David Lipscomb resumed its publication.
At the beginning of 1867 T. Fanning and D. Lipscomb had
P. S. Fall ssociated with them in the publication. At
t he begim\ing of 1868 David Lipscomb was editor, and
continued as the sole editor of it until January, 1870, when
E. G. Sewell became associated with him as editor. The

16, the first "Tabernacle meeting" was held in the Ryman
Auditorium. N. B. Hardeman was selected to do the
preaching and C. M. Pullias was selected to direct the
praise in song. This meeting gave more publicity to the
churches of Christ in Nashville than any other event connected with these churches. The daily press published
the sermons in full, and thousands read the sermons who
did not· get to attend the meetings. The Ryman Auditorium seats about eight thousand people, and at many services it was filled and sometimes two to three thousand
were turned away. All the churches in Nashville cooperated in this meeting. It was thought by many that this
was "the greatest meeting conducted by the churches of
Christ since New Testament times." The second "Hardeman Tabernacle meeting" was held in the same auditorium from April 1 to April 22, 1923. Again, N. B. Hardeman did the preaching and John T. Smith led the song
services. This meeting was also a success. It brought
the disciples of Christ together into a fellowship that was
wholesome and spiritual. It showed the public what the
churches of Christ in Nashville could do and opened a
clearer vision to the churches what could be done. Other
Tabernacle meetings were held.
Another thing of great interest and importance to the
churches of Christ in Nashville was the "Boswell-Hardeman Discussion" on instrumental music in the worship.
This debate was held in the Ryman Auditorium, beginning May 31 and continuing through June 5, 1923. In this
debate the New Testament way of praising God was
clearly set forth, the enemies of the New Testament teaching put to rout, and the churches were edified.
A. G. Freed held a debate in Nashville with Ben M. Bogard, a Baptist preacher, Little Rock, Ark. General
propositions were discussed which gave opportunity to
instruct the public on the issues that exist between this
popular denomination and the churches of Christ.
Many other events could be. recorded that have contributed to tqe advancement of the cause of Christ in Nashville, but space will not permit a recitation of them.

J. A. HARDING
f

Gospel Advocate promoted the interest of the churches in
Nashville and in the South. It has been a mighty influence for truth all down through the history of the church.
Many of the pioneer brethren owe their success, as well
as much of their Bible knowledge, to the teachings given
by David Lipscomb and E. G. Sewell through the columns
of the Gospel Advocate.
Another agency that has had much to do with the history of the church in Nashville is David Lipscomb College,
formerly known as the Nashville Bible School. This college has trained many gospel preachers. - In its early
period it trained preachers who went out in new fields
and hard places and preached the gospel. It sent out
young gospel preachers who were not afraid nor ashamed
to stand on the corners of the street and proclaim humbly
the gospel as God's power to save. At one time the old
Nashville Bible School had a carriage with which it furnished the young men conveyance to different parts of
the city and county where they co~ld get a hearing to
preach the gospel. These gospel preachers were not looking for a church that somebody else had established that
would support them; they looked for places where they
could sacrifice and preach the gospel. Many churches have
been established by the preachers trained in the college.
Furthermore, the history of the cause of Christ in
Nashville is incomplete without the history of the "Hardeman Tabernacle meetings." In 1922, March 28 to April

f

f

Lindsley Avenue Church
JAMES A. ALLEN

The Lindsley Avenue congregation was formerly the ·
South College Street Church. In 1920 the College Street
and Carroll Street congregations were consolidated and
joined in buying the present meetinghouse from the Cumberland Presbyterians and thus forming the present Lindsley Avenue congregation.
David Lipscomb, former editor of the Gospel Advocate,
preached the first discourse in South Nashville in 1857, to
an audience composed of three sisters and a little boy, in
an upstairs room over a fireman's hall on Cherry Street
(now Fourth Avenue, South). Out of this beginning the
South College Street Church was established in 1887.
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The first sermon at South College Street was preached on
Sunday, November 13, 1887, by T. B. Larimore, of Mars
Hill, Ala. On January 1, 1888, David Lipscomb, J. C.
Martin, and William H. Timmons were selected as elders.
Many of the first members of the congregation transferred their membership from the old Church Street congregation, located where Loew's Theater now stands,
which was the first church of Christ in Nashville, and
which was formerly a Baptist Church, but which came
over in a body, with the exception of three members, to
take the Bible only as their guide.
Successful meetings were held at College Street by T.
B. Larimore, J. A. Harding, E. A. Elam, and many others.
One of Larimore's meetings lasted three months, with
preaching twice every day and three times on Sunday.
Out of a meeting held by Harding grew a challenge from
the Baptists, which resulted in the great Harding and
Moody debate. The acceptance of the challenge was entrusted to J. G. Allen, a former member of the Central
Baptist Church, for delivery; and he, believing the Baptists had challenged for debate only for effect, waited to
deliver it at a public service. He arrived at the service
early, and, being personally acquainted, circulated through
the audience before the service started, telling everyone
that College Street had accepted the challenge, and then,
just as Dr. G. A. Lofton, the pastor, took his seat upon
the platform, delivered the acceptance to him before the
audience, thus making it impossible for the Baptists to
back down, and so brought on the Harding-Moody debate.
David Lipscomb, in "Franklin College and Its Influences," page 93, says: "Out of this [College Street] has
grown the churches at Green Street, Carroll Street, Flat
Rock, and chiefly Waverly Place. South Spruce Street
Church and the church in West Nashville grew greatly
out of this [College Street], which, in turn, has given rise
to two other churches in West Nashville."
The present elders of the church are: John T. McQuiddy, T. F. Moser, and Oliver F. Young. Two debatesthe Allen-Wiehe debate and the Freed-Bogard debate,
both largely attended-have been held in recent years,
together with meetings by J. Petty Ezell, H. M. Phillips,
Charles M. Campbell, Edward J. Craddock, and A. G.
Freed. Also there are many baptisms continually when
meetings are not in progress.
C. A. Moore, H. T. King, and J. Leonard Jackson have
served as regular "ministers." Much of the preaching in
recent years has been done by James A. Allen.

tion grew rapidly until the house was enlarged. Within
three years after this the building was enlarged, and the
congregation grew until it practically covers the entire
lot. The house has been enlarged three times. In 1906
John T. Poe held a meeting for the church, and soon
afterward Joe McPherson held a tent meeting, which
greatly added to the number of the membership.
Twelfth Avenue Church has been missionary in spirit
and in work. It has established three other congregations in the city-Twenty-Second Avenue, North, the
church at Seventh and Buchanan, and the church at Bull
Run, twelve miles on Hyde's Ferry Pike. It has had a

H. LEO BOLES

part in establishing congregations in Georgia and MisSISSippi. It has maintained mission points for a number
of years and has two or three mission meetings held every
year. It has served the people in North Nashville, and
has baptized several thousand people. Its membership
now numbers between six hundred fifty and seven hundred. It has been liberal in its contributions, and has not
put its funds into a costly house of worship, but has used
them in having the gospel preached to the unsaved.
The present elders are: H. Leo Boles, George S. Davis,
William S. Wherry, and J. N. Felts. The deacons are:
F. T. Orndorf, J. E. Pettit, I. J. Pewitt, W. T. Selley,
0. D. Selley, Henry J. Silverman, J. N. Wesley, and Henry
Westfield. George S. Davis was the regular song leader
for more than twenty years; he has served the congregation as deacon and elder for more than thirty years. W.
T. Selley has been treasurer for more than thirty years.
W. S. Wherry has served as deacon and elder for thirtythree years. H. Leo Boles has preached for the congregation since its beginning and has served as an elder for
many years.

Twelfth Avenue Church, like many others in the city,
began with about a dozen members. In 1904 H. Leo Boles
persuaded these few members to meet in a dwelling house
and study the Bible and worship God regularly. The
small group met in this house for a few months, and then
rented the Presbyterian meetinghouse on Fourteenth Avenue, North. S. P. Pittman held the first meeting for the
little group and encouraged them greatly. As the little
church began to grow, the Presbyterians refused to let
them meet in their house any longer. Brother and Sister
E. L. Luton, who lived across the street from the Presbyterian house, invited the group to meet with them.
Next they rented two rooms next door to Brother and
Sister Luton. Some were discouraged and thought of
giving up the establishment of a church.
H. Leo Boles continued to preach for them and encouraged them to get a permanent location. The brethren did
this and built a house twenty-four by thirty-six feet.
The church met in this house about two years. It was
then encouraged to build another house. The congrega-

The history of the Old Hickory congregation began on
Christmas Day, 1920, in the home of Sister Jake Elliott,
at which time Brother and· Sister T. f. Warden, of Nashville, were their guests. A group began meeting regularly the second Sunday in January, with W. S. Moody,
now of Texas, preaching the first sermon. They met in
the Y. M. C. A. building at three o'clock each Sunday
afternoon until the third Sunday of June. A tent was
secured about this time, and H. W. Wrye held a two
weeks' meeting.
At the close of this meeting a congregation was definitely formed. In June of 1925 a committee was appointed to investigate the securing of a lot on which to
erect a permanent building. The lot was secured and a
building completed by June 1, 1926. W. S. Moody held
the first meeting in this building.
For the following two years the church had different

Twelfth Avenue Church

Old Hickory Church
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more, F. W. Smith, H. F. Williams, James E. Scobey,
W. H. Timmons, Joe McPherson, J. W. Grant, and John
T. Hinds. Time would fail to tell of all those living and
dead who have been responsible for this work.
PRESENT PROGRAM

preachers for monthly appointments. E. G. Cullum, J.
C. Hutchinson, J. D. Boyd, and Lytton Alley served during this period.
In October of 1928 C. J. Garner, of Shreveport, La.,
was employed as the first regular preacher for the church
in Old Hickory. Brother Garner remained in this work
for ten years and six months, during which time the
church made constant growth.
In May of 1930 the construction of twelve new Bible
study rooms was begun. Then crowds began to overflow
the auditorium until it had to be enlarged. In 1931 two
sixteen-foot additions were made on either side of the
church building, and the front of the building was completely remodeled.
Brother Garner resigned from the work at Old Hickory in the spring of 1939, when the church had a membership of about eight hundred fifty. Willard Collins, who
graduated from Vanderbilt University in 1939, was secured to work with the Old Hickory congregation. He
began work here the fourth Sunday of August.
The present eldership at Old Hickory is one of the
most capable found anywhere. It is composed of four
men whose work speaks for itself: A. Crawford, Shade
Lawson, F. W. Jaynes, and Leonard Newsom.
During recent years the following preachers have conducted gospel meetings in Old Hickory, which work aided
the growth of the congregation considerably: A. S. Landiss, E. R. Harper, Thomas H. Burton, Foy E. Wall ace,
Jr., J. Petty Ezell, and Alonzo Williams.
f

f

Under the direction of an able eldership, a scriptural
and well-rounded program of activity has been planned.
Every phase of work is covered. The Bible study has
twenty-one separate classes, with no two in the same room.
These classes have been carefully planned to fit the needs
of people of every age. The average weekly attendance
for 1939 is above five hundred fifty. Preaching and communion services are held each Sunday morning and night.
Attendance is usually upward of one thousand in the
morning and about two-thirds to three-fourths that number at night. Each Wednesday afternoon at 2:30 the
ladies' Bible class assembles to study an assigned lesson.
The ave:r;age attendance is seventy-five. Wednesday night
is devoted to the prayer meeting service.
An outstanding feature of Charlotte Avenue's work is
the Bible training school, held each Thursday night from
7:30 to 9:20. This school began four years ago, and has
increased in enrollment from forty to an average attendance of two hundred. Classes are offered in public speaking, sight singing, and Bible study. Each student has
a class in three subjects each Thursday night. The purpose of the school is to develop teachers, song leaders,
and all types of church workers.
Each year, immediately after the October moving, a
census is taken of an area having a population of some
twenty thousand. Every house is entered, and a printed
schedule of services is left, in addition to a personal invitation. The name ·and address of each member and of
each child who should be in Bible study is noted on a
card, which also records facts relative to attendance at
the various services by each person. From this information a regular system of visiting delinquent members and
those not attending Bible classes is planned. Each of the
twenty-one classes is furnished a list of those who should
be attending. Records show over two thousand personal
calls made by members of the church in 1938. Marked
increase in attendance at all services has been the result.
- Early mission efforts by the congregation were varied
and somewhat irregular. Now, however, definite work has
been planned, which is as extensive as the financial

f

Charlotte Avenue Church
The exact date of the beginning of the Charlotte Avenue
congregation is unknown, though probably about fifty or
fifty-five years ago. Services were held for a time in private homes. Later, the depot house, which still stands on
Forty-Second Avenue, was used. In 1890 a brick building was constructed on the corner of what is now FortySixth and Charlotte Avenues. The present building,
erected in 1921, stands on this same spot, which is both
prominently and conveniently located.
Steady growth has been enjoyed by Charlotte Avenue
from the beginning until the present. From a handful of
members in 1890 the congregation has increased to its
present membership of well over one thousand. The Bible
study has likewise increased rapidly. In 1921 the average weekly attendance was one hundred fifty, by 1934 it
reached three hundred thirty-one, and in 1938 it averaged
five hundred thirty-one per Sunday. New rooms added
this year will allow additional growth.
Prominent among the departed brethren who have
preached for Charlotte Avenue in some capacity were:
David Lipscomb, E. G. Sewell, E. A. Elam, T. B. Lari-

strength of the congregation will allow. Each Sunday
morning at nine services are held in the Tennessee State
Prison. Audiences range into the hundreds. Baptisms
are frequent. Some years ago a building was constructed
on Pennsylvania Avenue, in Nashville. Regular services
are conducted there under the direction of the Charlotte
Avenue eldership. For several years Charlotte Avenue has
provided the principal support for a full-time mission-
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ary, Charles E. King, Jr., in East Tennessee. For shorter
periods on several occasions other workers have been
sent to assist in this field. Hundreds have been baptized,
and recently the brethren at Harriman, Tenn., were able
to erect a nice building of their own.
The congregation maintains three cottages for widows
and orphans in addition to the usual program of charity
work. A tract of land, on which the cottages stand, is
used to produce food for relief purposes.
Regular minister: Athens Clay Pullias. Elders: J. E.
Acuff, C. E. Morton, W. G. Sweeney, H. E. Winkler, R.
I. Wrather. Deacons: W. W. Doty, Paul Jones, F. R.
Pegram, W. N. Morris, T. A. Nicks.
f

f

f

Grandview Heights Church
J. H. HOOPER

The work of the church at Grandview Heights had a
very humble beginning, which humility, we trust, is still
characteristic of this splendid congregation. The work
was begun February 14, 1892, in a small house near Turner School, on the Nolensville Road, by sixteen members.
Of this number, none are now worshiping with this congregation, four make their church home with other congregations, and twelve have passed over the river to reap
their final reward.
At the first meeting on the above date a Bible study
was begun with twenty members present, and the late
W. H. Timmons delivered a very helpful discourse to an
audience of twenty-seven souls. Throughout the first decade in the life of this congregation the attendance was
small, ranging from twenty to fifty probably.
After occupying a borrowed house for some years, a single lot was purchased on Grandview Heights, this being
the present location of the church. Then began the struggle to pay for this lot and erect a suitable church building. This faithful little band, suffering many t r ials, hardships, and disappointments, was finally crowned with success. A neat little frame building was erected, and on
February 21, 1897, David Lipscomb preached the first
sermon in this house to an audience of about ninety people. It was a happy day for this little family in its new
home.
Let us here make mention of and acknowledge the services rendered by some of the noble preachers who visited
this little church and encouraged it-namely, Paul Hayes,
John Hayes, W. L. Logan, W. Lipscomb, Jr., Jim Mead,
and others. But the leading spirits, the two pilots, of this
little mission were J. S. Logan and W. H . Timmops.
To them and the zealous sisters who so bravely stood
by them a debt of gratitude is due, and we trust for them
a mansion is prepared.
In 1908 the church began to take on new life. Many

acts of charity were performed and other religious efforts
were undertaken. And in 1911 an adjoining lot was purchased, and it was soon seen that a more commodious
home was needed. Therefore, plans and specifications
were drawn for the splendid, comfortable brick building
which we now occupy and enjoy.
From a Bible study of twenty members we have grown·
to one of four hundred twenty-five; from a church membership of sixteen we now have three hundred sixty-twoa transition from a mission to a well-working church.
Very satisfactory progress is now being made under
the following church officers: Elders: J. H. Frakes, S. A.
Huddleston, J. K. Nelson, and W . H. Seiner. Deacons:
Dennis Baird, E. L. Baird, B. H. Chrisman, W. C. Cordell, Edgar Griffin, F. R. Hester, and W. H. Larkins.
Thus the great and good heavenly Father has blessed
us bountifully. To him be all the honor, praise, and
glory through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
f

f

f

Riverside Drive Church
Early in the year 1937 C. A. Morgan and R. L. Maupin
and other interested members conceived the idea that a
profitable work for the Lord could be done by establishing a congregation on Riverside Drive.
After talking with various members, a meeting ·was

held at the home of Sister Mollie Mills, on February 14,
at 3 P.M. Approximately eighteen members of the church
attended this meeting. Another meeting was held on the
next Lord's day at Sister Charles H. Norman's home, on
Riverside Drive, which consisted of representatives from
various congregations. At this meeting the possibilities
of a church were discussed, and it was definitely decided
to go forward with the plans for establishing a church on
Riverside Drive. Sister Mollie Mills gave a lot to for~
ward the movement.
1
On the following Lord's day, February 28, we met for
the first time for worship as a congregation of disciples;
twenty-five being present, at the home of Sister Norman.
While plans were being made for the erection of the
building, we obtained the use of the Inglewood Schooi
building for morning services only, and continued there
until the third Lord's day of May, at which time H. M:
Phillips offered his services, and a meeting was held, ·T.
A. Nicks leading the singing, in a tent erected on the
northwest corner of Porter Road and Riverside Drive;
which resulted in seven additions. During this time cottage
prayer meetings were held each week at the homes of varP
ous members.
The location of the lot contributed was not suitable for
a church building for various reasons. In March we
bought a lot one hundred by one hundred sixty feet, locited
on the southwest corner of Porter Road and Riverside
Drive, for the sum of $900, and the price of the lot that
Sister Mills gave was applied on the ·one purchased.
The following trustees were appointed: C. A. Morgan~
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C. L. Voorhies, H. W. Mills, H. B. Buckner, and R. L.
Maupin.
The erection of a stone basement, fifty by seventy feet,
was begun the first of May. It was completed and used
for services the second Sunday of August, preaching by
George Ryan. Brother Phillips held another meeting, beginning the fifth Sunday in August, there being six additions.
Brother Phillips held a meeting, beginning May 15,
1938. There were eight additions at this meeting.
In the summer of 1938 we partitioned five Bible study
rooms in the rear of the building, leaving a seating capacity of three hundred fifty. Our Bible study attendance
at this time was more than one hundred.
On August 14, 1939, Harry Pickup held a two weeks'
meeting. The result was eighteen additions.
We now have a membership of one hundred fifty and
an investment of approximately $5,000. Our Bible study
has grown to an average of one hundred forty, and our
contribution averages $45 per Lord's day.
Several congregations, individuals, and preachers contributed toward the work.

Shelby Avenue Church
The Shelby Avenue congregation was the result of a
five weeks' meeting, beginning April, 1908, conducted by
E. C. Fuqua, of Rome, Ga., assisted by J. W. Shepherd,

of Nashville, Tenn. A tent was pitched south of Shelby/
Avenue, near where the present building is now located.
The meeting resulted in the banding together of eleven
members with the determination to begin the work of the
Lord in this community as it is written.
Sam Dodd and J. F. Pendleton were placed in charge
of the work. A dwelling at 1809 Lillian Avenue was
rented, where the worship continued until October the
same year, at which time a lot was purchased at 1706
Boscobel Street, and a meetinghouse was erected.
In April, 1933, the present building was begun and completed ready for worship the fourth Lord's day in September.
From the beginning the congregation has had a slow
but steady growth until the present membership of about
three hundred has been reached. The Bible study has
grown in the same proportion.
Elders: J. W. Baugh, W. A. McPherson: Deacons: J.
L. Daugherty, W. D. Perry, Dewey George, D. B. Thigpen.
Preachers: First Lord's day, John L. Rainey; second
Lord's day, I. C. Pullias; third Lord's day, J. E. Acuff;
fourth Lord's day, Lytton Alley; fifth Lord's day, H. Leo
Boles.
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Joseph Avenue Church
In 1905 the work of establishing a congregation of
disciples in Northeast Nashville was begun. The work
was started by a few families who were located in this
section-namely, Maud S. Wilkes, Ben C. Wilkes, J. E.
Simpkins, T. B. Simpkins, J. A. Procter, J. H. Loyd, J. L.
Ray, Hugh Notgrass, their families, and Mrs. W. L. Scott.
The same year a small house of worship was begun.
During the following years the congregation continued to
grow, and much work of preaching the gospel was carried
on in this community.
A number of revivals were conducted, the first being
one conducted by Will J. Cullum in a tent before our house
was built.
The first house soon became too small to accommodate
the large number of people who attended. In 1921 the
work of erecting a new and larger building was begun.
The first house was on the west side of Joseph A venue at
Scott Street. The present house is located on the east
side of Joseph Avenue at Scott Street. This building is
a neat, one-story brick, with full basement, containing
twelve concrete finished Bible-school rooms. This building is substantial and ideally suited for a church house,
with a complete and modern heating system.
The Joseph A venue Church has had revivals conducted
by such men as Joe McPherson, G. Dallas Smith, James
A. Allen, L. L. Yeagley, Victor Gregory, C. E. W.
Dorris, D. H. Friend, Charles Brewer, S. P. Pittman,
R. H. Boll, C. M. Pullias, Dr. J. S. Ward, Granville Cullum,
Petty Ezell, Edward Crad<j.ock, H. M. Phillips, S. H.
Hall, H. L. Calhoun, James R. Greer, E. Gaston Collins.
Through the efforts put forth by these good preaching
brethren several hundred souls have been added to the
church.
In addition to this work, W. L. Karnes worked regularly
and faithfully with the Joseph Avenue Church about
three years, doing much toward building up the congregation to its present strength; and for the past three
years W. E. Sweeney has been working regularly with
this congregatiem, doing valuable and constructive work.
In this brief history we wish to make mention of the
late Maud Wilkes, who labored with the church as an elder
from the time the congregation was started until his
death in 1922, after superintending the erection of the
new church building, which he had longed to see built.
Many who were led to Christ through instruction received at Joseph Avenue Church have either moved to
other communities or passed on to their reward.
The church membership has grflwn from the original
few members in 1905 to about four hundred fifty at the
present time.
In addition to maintaining a comfortable place to wor-
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ship for its members, the church makes an effort to take
care of calls to help the sick, suffering, and needy. It
also makes donations to help in both home and foreign
missionary work.

Grace Avenue Church
JOE RIDLEY

There are many interesting facts connected with the
history of this fine congregation. The work here began
more than fifty years ago. Space will not allow a detailed account of the struggles and trials through which
a few God-fearing men and women passed to establish
and preserve this body of Christians. Our thanksgiving
and prayers go up today in sincere appreciation for these
sacrificial lives. May we never fail to keep faith with
them.
In October, 1885, twenty or thirty zealous Christians
began meeting each Sunday afternoon in a hall located at
the corner of Foster and North Second Streets. This
building was then known as Red Men's Hall and later as
Huttons' Hall. Services were held on the lower floor. A
Brother Giddens did the preaching. There had been some
services held before this date in a schoolhouse known as
"Searight School," located at the corner of Joseph and
Foster Streets.
These few disciples were faithful to the work of the
Lord, and the congregation gradually grew in number.
In 1887, two years after regular services were started, a
lot was purchased on Foster Street and the construction
of a building begun. After this the congregation was
known as the Foster Street Church. While this building
was being erected, James A. Harding was employed to
conduct an eight-week series of meetings. The results
were wonderful, about one hundred twenty-five being
added to the congregation.
Some of the charter members of this congregation were:
Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Hales, Mr. and Mrs. Ed Saterfield,
Mr. and Mrs. Hubbard, Mr. and Mrs. Howard Benedict,
Miss Alice Wilkerson, Frank Anderson, Mr. and Mrs.
Brown, Mr. and Mrs. Hiram Ridge, and Miss Stewart.
Messrs. Brown, Benedict, and Cleveland were the elders
of this church. Most of these have crossed the turbulent
river of death. May the memory of their example stir us
to greater loyalt~e Master's cause.
This congregation was confronted many times with the
task of enlarging the church building in order to take
care of its growth. Two rooms were added; then, after a
few years had elapsed, a balcony was put in; and still all
of this was found to be too small for the increasing crowds.
The elders and deacons of Foster Street Church were

continually confronted with the problem of making more
room to accommodate the increasing crowds in all of its
Bible studies and for the Lord's-day worship hours.
Finally they purchased a lot at the corner of Grace Avenue and North Third Street, and the large, substantial
building that you will find on that corner was erected.
This congregation at Foster Street, of which Grace
Avenue Church is the successor, had a very active part in
helping to establish what is known now as Joseph Avenue
and Lischey Avenue churches of Christ, located farther
out in Northeast Nashville than Grace Avenue.
This building was filled to its capacity the first service,
if the writer has been informed correctly, with Horace
W. Busby doing the preaching.
The building has a seating capacity of something like
a thousand people, with ample classrooms to take care of
its Lord's-day Bible study. Two of the outstanding figures in the upbuilding and growth of this congregation
were: J. C. McQuiddy and J. A. Harding. Others who
have contributed much to its growth are as follows: J.
Gentry, James E. Scobey, E. G. Sewell, David Lipscomb,
L. R. Sewell, Todd Stephenson, F. D. Srygley, F. B. Srygley, T. B. Larimore, F. W. Smith, J. S. Ward, M. C. Cayce,
S. P. Pittman, Sim Jones, L. L. Yeagley, Victor Gregory, Sr., John D. Evans, H. G. Lipscomb, C. E. Woolridge,
Charley Taylor, G. C. Brewer, C. R. Nichol, James A.
1\.llen, H. Leo Boles, J. E. Acuff, Foy E. Wallace, Jr., A.
G. Freed, W. Ledlow, J. S. Batey, Sr., E. Gaston Collins,
I. A. Douthitt, S. T. LaNier, H. Rainey, Horace W. Busby,
and John P. Lewis.

Park Avenue Church
JOHN E. WINKLER

Park Avenue Church (formerly known as Pilcher Avenue), whose building is on the southwest corner of Park

Avenue and Thirty-Seventh Avenue, North, had its beginning some thirty years ago. It was about the year
1907 that the Baptists began to erect this building. While
it was yet unfinished, a ver y unusual meeting took place
here, in which a Baptist preacher, whose name was Pardue, divided speaking time with Joe McPherson. After
this meeting, the building was sold to the brethren of the
church of Christ, and for a time it was conducted as a
mission point by the Charlotte Avenue Church. Brethren
Dodd, Matthew Cayce, John W. Wolfenden, Milton G. McAlister, J. E. Acuff (then a very young man), and others
from Charlotte A venue rendered much assistance, financial and personal, to this new church in those days.
Thomas J. Smith was the congregation's first treasurer.
This church has been very fortunate in having for its
elders and leaders such humble, God-fearing men as Brethren Bailey, John W. Wolfenden, Milton G. McAlister, J .
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S. Larkins, T. J. Smith, Granville W. Martin, Thomas
E. Barfield, T. J. Derryberry, L. E. Brothers, J. R. Ellis,
J. S. Overton, W. Ray Duncan, and others, all of whom
have been happy to serve a congregation that has stood
nobly by them with a fine spirit of cooperation in the Master's service. God be praised for the peace, concord, brotherly love, and unity of purpose that has prevailed among
the brethren of this church from its very beginning, where
the pulpit has never been shackled, and where no preacher
has ever been challenged for preaching the whole truth
on any subject.
Among the preachers who have worked with this church
are: J. E. Acuff, F. B. Srygley, A. G. Freed, J. W. Shepherd, H. M. Phillips, Batsell Baxter, J. S. Ward, Ira L.
Winterrowd, J. Porter Sanders, Charley Taylor, H. F.
Pendergast, Matthew Cayce, Leslie G. Thomas, Homer
P. Reeves, Edward J. Craddock, Granville L. Cullum,
E. Gaston Collins, Athens Clay Pullias, Irby C. Pullias,
Noel Cuff, J. C. Hutcherson, W. S. Moody, L. L. Yeagley,
V. E. Gregory, H. S. Lipscomb, A. S. Derryberry, W. W.
Lovell, John W. Beasley, W. Ray Duncan, L. Freema n
Crowder, W. 0. Norton, and a host of others.
Meetings have been conducted here by: H. H. Adamson,
James A. Allen (three or four), R. V. Cawthon (two or
three), T. B. Clark, Boone L. Douthitt, Ira A. Douthitt
(three or four), W. Ray Duncan, J. T. Harris, A. R. Hill,
W. W. Lovell, William Morton, H. M. Phillips (three or
four), L. L. Yeagley (two or three), and others.
The present elders at Park Avenue are: Thomas E.
Barfield, L. E. Brothers, T. J. Derryberry, and John E.
Winkler. The present church treasurer is J. Stanton
Overton, than whom no more efficient treasurer was ever
known by this writer in any church. This church has
been a regular contributor to missionary fields in Cuba,
India, Korea, and Japan over a long period of years, and
to orphan homes and mission fields in America. H. M.
Phillips has worked full time for this church during the
past two years. He is, without doubt, one of the most
faithful, able, and seasoned veterans in the church today,
and his work here was very effective. We part with him
with great reluctance and congratulate the West View
Church, Murfreesboro, Tenn., in having the good fortun e
to secure his services.
The present membership of Park A venue Church is
approximately two hundred. There are eight classrooms
other than-the auditorium, four of which were added during Brother Phillips' stay with us. We have nine classes
at the Sunday-morning Bible study, with attendance ranging from one hundred fifty to one hundred seventy-five.
About two hundred are in attendance at the Sundaymorning worship, from one hundred twenty-five to one
hundred seventy-five present at the Sunday-evening worship, and from one hundred twenty-five to one hundred
fifty present for the midweek Bible study and prayer
meeting on Wednesday night, at which time we have four
Bible classes. However, one of these, which had fiftysix children in it last Wednesday night, will probably be
divided into two classes.
May the Lord help us to prove faithful and true in
his service.
-(

-(

-(

Park Circle Church
The suggestion for a congregation in the Park Circle
neighborhood, West Nashville, came, so far as we know,
from George W. Dodson. He and Sister Dodson gave the
lot next to the present meeting place to make possible the
beginning of the work. They had sold the large residence
at 128 P a rk Circle to Brother Maupin, but through James
W. Beasley a trade was effected whereby Brother Maupin
took t he vacant lot and Park Circle obtained its first place
of worship.
At 3 P .M. , December 16, 1927, the first service was held,
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with Hall Calhoun preaching. About sixteen members
formed the nucleus of the young congregation. E. B.
Woodroof, Robert S. Scobey, George W. Dodson, and
Lovell Smith, with their families, with possibly a few
others, labored together in this new effort. Brother and
Sister Dodson and Brother Scobey have since gone to their
reward, Brother Dodson passing away on the date Park
Circle was two years old.
The work at Park Circle has had some backsets, and

has been hindered by its not too convenient location and
by losses through moving of members, so noticeable in
small congregations. However, the outlook at the present
is unusually good. Our present building, as shown in the
picture, is more commodious than outside appearance
might indicate. The house is approximately forty-eight
feet across front, with a depth of more than fifty feet,
not counting the spacious front porch. The auditorium,
created by removing the partitions between large rooms
with high ceiling, is furnished with individual opera-type
chairs, and will accommodate, with a few added chairs,
about two hundred. We have seven good classrooms besides. The membership is near one hundred fifty, and
the attendance, interest, work, and contributions are encouraging. Bible-school attendance ranges from one hundred thirty to one hundred fifty; prayer meeting, sixtyfive to seventy-five. The auditorium is fairly well filled
on Sunday morning, with Sunday-evening attendance near
thetmembership mark. Contributions for the first eleven
months of 1939 have totaled $3,339.87.
L. 0. Sanderson has been cooperating in our work since
January 1, 1939, and will continue through 1940. He is
with us two Sundays each month and at prayer meeting
on Wednesday night.
We plan a new building in the not too distant future.
A lot has already been purchased in the 3500 block on
West End (Harding Road), one hundred by one hundred
seventy-six feet, and the building will be erected as soon
as it seems wise.
The present elders are: T. W. Burton, W. E. Allen,
and Dr. John S. Cayce. The' deacons: J. R. Overall, M. J.
Keele, B. A. Shelton, and J. H. Ford.

Lawrence Avenue Church
The Lawrence Avenue Church was established in 1910.
Previous to that date there existed near by for some years
what was known as the Birdie Avenue Church. Birdie
A venue is now known as Eleventh A venue, and previous
to the change to Lawrence A venue the church met in a
frame building near the northeast corner of the present
Waverly-Belmont High School campus. Only a few members of the present congregation were members of the old
Birdie Avenue congregation. Among them are: Mr. and
Mrs. W. B. Haynes, Mrs. M. T. Dickson (our oldest member, nearly eighty-six years young!) , Misses Jennie Dick-
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n and Addie Shelton, Mrs. J. H. Naron, and Mrs. L. E.
-ant. The late W. P. Worley was a member of the Lawrence Avenue congregation from its beginning, and was
one of its elders until his death a few weeks ago.
The original elders of the Lawrence Avenue Church
were: James Smith, W. H. Callender, and Matthew Cayce
•all deceased now), and George Bethurum, now a member of the Belmont congregation in Nashville.
C. M. Pullias held the first "protracted" meeting for
Lawrence Avenue. Among others who have since held
meetings are: John Taylor, J. D. Tant, James A. Allen,
L. L. Brigance, Foy E. Wallace, Jr., J. Petty Ezell, and
Floyd A. Decker.
About 1922 H. M. Phillips began full-time work as minister for this church. During his stay an addition was
erected to the building containing six classrooms for Bible
study. After working with the congregation for several
years, during which time it prospered greatly, Alonzo
Williams succeeded Brother Phillips. Brother Williams
was loved by all, and the church grew steadily during
his ministry.
Following Brother Williams, T. C. Wilcox became the
minister at Lawrence · Avenue. The membership was
greatly increased during his stay, and the Bible-school
attendance increased so much that it was necessary to
construct additional classrooms. These were completed in
the basement of the building. Toward the close of 1935
Brother Wilcox left Lawrence Avenue, going to Ada,
Okla. He later returned to Paducah, Ky., and helped to
establish our new congregation which meets on Murrell
Boulevard. He recently moved to Detroit, Mich, for work
with one of the congregations in that city.
The following are among the many who have preached
at Lawrence Avenue in days gone by: F. B. Srygley, Dr.
J. S. Ward, S. P. Pittman, J. W. Shepherd, E. W. McMillan, Batsell Baxter, E. H. !jams, and N. B. Hardeman.
At the present, interest and work are fine at Lawrence
A venue. The building has recently been repaired and remodeled, with new decorations provided. Gordon H. Turner assists in the work ...., part-time minister. There has
been consistent growth, both in interest and work done.
Bible-school attendance has increased from year to year,
and at the present time the attendance is from ten to
twenty per cent higher than during any year in the past.
Approximately fifty members have been added to the
church in the last year. Records were kept for exactly
a year recently on midweek Bible-class (prayer meeting)
attendance. The average weekly attendance during this
time for a period of exactly fifty-two weeks was over
one hundred eighty-five. The membership of the church
is at present about four hundred fifty. There are eleven
Bible classes which meet on Sunday morning and five
which meet on Wednesday evening. The church has conducted during the winter season of the past two years a

class in public speaking for men and young men. The
senior Bible class has made a fine start toward providing
a good, serviceable library for the church. The ladies of
the church meet at stated times to sew for the needy of
the church and the community, and maintain regularly
several orphans. A "pantry" is kept, from which those
in need are provided food from time to time. Business
meetings of the men of the church are held monthly. General attendance at all services and weekly contributions
have never been better.
The elders of the Lawrence Avenue congregation at
present are: W. H. Bennett, C. T. Estes, John B. Shacklett, Gordon H. Turner. The deacons are: R. E. Fergus,
J. W. Grimes, E. F. Hagewood, W. B. Haynes, Charles
R. Lee, J. Lester Mitchell, L. D. Mullican, Albert S. Perry,
Jr., L. B. Price, J. E. Rochelle, J. R. Sweeney, J. C.
Winston.
f

f

f

Central Church
Eight thousand sermons to a radio audience that exceeds a hundred thousand people; approximately four
thousand responses to the gospel invitation, most of whom
were baptized and many of whom came from the denominations; from a membership of forty-six to twelve hundred; a daily relief program which never turns a hungry
person away; a girls' home that cares for a hundred strug-

gling, worthy girls, and a boys' home of similar naturethat is a brief of the history and the work of Central
Church, so far as figures go, but figures can never calculate the burdens lifted from heavyhearted mothers or the
service rendered otherwise.
This church began in October, 1925. J. Petty Ezell,
E. H. !jams, Charles R. Brewer, and Hall L. Calhoun
have served as regular ministers, and for the last four
and a quarter years E. W. McMillan has been regular
evangelist, assisted most of the time by Andy T. Ritchie,
Jr. In addition, many other good gospel preachers have
preached for brief periods upon invitation from the church.
A. M. Burton was mostly responsible for the establishment and upkeep of this congregation, financially and
otherwise, for a number of years.
Among the unusual features of Central Church are:
ten radio broadcasts per week; a daily noon service, with
a gospel sermon (not one has been missed for fourteen
years) ; a social service department, which last year supplied more than eleven hundred free meals, besides several
hundred garments for wearing, and supporting, in part or
wholly, several families.
By all approved means of estimating, we are justified
in the claim that our radio audience exceeds one hundred
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thousand. J. T. Ward, president of WLAC, said yesterday: "Over the years the programs of the Central Church
have held a sustained popularity, which today stands at
the top, due to which fact advertisers often request the
time immediately preceding or following them."
The facilities of Central Church are open from early
morning to late at night every day, holidays included,
and are accessible any time of the night. Persons have
been baptized practically every hour of the twenty-four.
Our most recent feature is a large church library. To
the one already established J. W. Shepherd has added and
donated his to the church, containing approximately
four thousand volumes and the valuable notes and manuscripts of David Lipscomb. F. L. Rowe also has added
many valuable volumes. Brother Shepherd lives in the
church building- and is accessible at all times for counsel.
He also has charge of the library.
Of the original elders, only C. E. W. Dorris and Dr. J.
S. Ward ren}ain. The other four have been added more
recently.
Visitors in our services ,number thousands each year,
and they come from all parts of the country. We invite
all who read this to pay us a visit when passing. You
will receive a cordial welcome.
f

f

f

David Lipscomb College Church
R. S. KING AND HARRY R. FOX

The David Lipscomb College Church was started in
1903, when the Nashville Bible School moved to its present
location. It was then known as the Bible School Church.
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her 1, and Charles R. Brewer, his predecessor, are the
only ministers who have served this church full time.
The College congregation has always had the missionary spirit, and has cooperated largely in both home and
foreign evangelistic work from the beginning. Recently
it has helped in the African work, and sponsored the work
done this year at Winnfield, La., resulting in the establishment of a new congregation at that place. It also
continues to support a native evangelist in Japan. Among
its earlier missionary activities, the congregation was instrumental in establishing the church at Union, S. C.,
supporting T. H. Burton in that work for some years.
Also, M. C. Cayce was supported in mission fields in Mississippi, even until his death. The church was established at Jackson and other points as a result of these
cooperative efforts. Hundreds of other mission points
have been encouraged and helped financially; indeed,
rarely has a worthy appeal been turned down.
Now, after nearly forty years in an upper room, the
Lipscomb College Church has finally started a movement
to build a house of its own to enable it to meet and care
for the needs of a growing church in a growing community. Until now many Christians living in the immediate
neighborhood have gone elsewhere to church, hesitating to
come into the college chapel because they felt that it was
more or less private property. For similar reasons it has
been most difficult to get other neighbors to church meetings in the college building. Therefore, we feel confident
that the erection of this new church building will mean a
distinct forward step in the growth and progress of the
church. We covet an interest in the prayers of the brethren everywhere that we may continue to meet the requirements of divine blessing by letting our light shine for the
Lord.

Acklen Avenue Church

The church has during the thirty-six years of its existence met in the school chapel hall, and'it is one of the few
cong1·egations that has prospered and continued to grow
in an "upper room."
In numbers it has never been large, and its membership
is more or less transient, being made up largely of students. This congregation has helped to train and send
out hundreds of preachers who are now preaching in
nearly every State in the Union, and not a few of its members have served in the foreign field.
In days gone by such men as David Lipscomb, E. G.
Sewell, J. C. McQuiddy, E. A. Elam, J. E. Scobey, T. B.
Larimore, C. M. Pullias, H. Leo Boles, and others did the
preaching for the congregation. In its eldership such
men as D. B. McCanless, J. S. Hammond, H. Leo Boles,
S. I. Jones, E. E. Sewell, E. H. !jams, R. C. Bell, Batsell
Baxter, and R. S. King have had the oversight of the
work and worship of the congregation. E. H. Ijams and
Robert S. King are now serving in this capacity. Harry
R. Fox, who began preaching for the church on Septem-

In January, 1934, in a small storehourse at 810 Acklen
A venue, a number of brethren and sisters met for worship. This location was used as a meeting place until
October, 1934, at which time a dwelling on the corner of
Acklen and Beech Avenues was purchased from R. 0.
Elliott. It was remodeled inside so as to have an adequate auditorium, classrooms for Bible study, and also
equipped with comfortable individual seats and baptistery.
The property is now almost free of debt. No outside
contributions have been solicited or received to defray any
expense, all obligations having been taken care of by regular weekly contributions.
The present membership is more than triple the original
number; and as the house is now not large enough for
present needs, definite plans are under way for the construction in the very near future of a larger building.
The congregation has never had a regular preacher,
and has never offered any attraction save the gospel in its
simplicity.
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The following brethren preach monthly: F. B. Srygey, John W. Beasley, and Richard Williams.

)leetings have been conducted from time to time by the
following: R. V. Cawthon, 1935 and 1936; Edward J.
Craddock, 1937; H. Leo Boles, 1939.
A goodly number have been baptized, some restored,
others have come from the Christian Church.
The elders are: P. C. Shields, Richard Gentry, J. E.
cobey. The deacons: Letcher Grigg, Samuel L. Carver,
J. W. Biggerstaff, James L. Mason.
Peace, harmony, and brotherly love exist, and by the
help of God we shall carry on his work.
f

f

f

Chapel Avenue Church
In the fall of 1911, at the suggestion of Sister H. F.
Williams and R. W. Comer, what was then known as the
Tenth Street Church (now Russell Street) established
a small mission on Chapel Avenue. The first meeting was
held the first- Sunday of October of that year in a building
formerly occupied by a Baptist Church. This building,
with some additions, is the home of the Chapel Avenue
congregation at the present time. The opening services
were attended by some fifteen or twenty, among these
being Brethren Comer, D. J. Shepherd, Roy F. Williams,
and his mother, Sister H. F. Williams. Among others
who began in the early days to labor with the congregation were: Dr. E. M. Shepherd, David Shepherd, A. N.
Trice, Miss Ora Crabtree, and Miss Amanda Few. The
Bible school consisted of one class, all ages, and was
taught by Brother Trice. A wedding of much importance
to the congregation took place just about this time-that
of Roy Williams and Miss Jennie Bonner-and the work
this young couple did in the early days of the church
played no small part in its growth and success. Sister
Roy Williams was persuaded to take the younger members of Brother Trice's class for a few Sundays until
some one could be found to relieve her. However, no one
was ~ound to take her place until after her death some
twenty-five years later.
A number of our best-known preachers have held meetings at Chapel Avenue, among these being E. A. Elam,
A. G. Freed, M. L. Moore, T. Q. Martin, James A. Allen,
and one very successful tent meeting by A. B. Lipscomb.
R. V. Cawthon labored with the congregation for several
months in its early history, and Russell S. King took up
the work after Brother Cawthon left. For several years
Andy T. Ritchie has been employed as a missionary to
destitute fields in Tennessee, and his work has been outstanding in this particular field.
In 1917 Brother and Sister J. N. Bonner placed their
membership at Chapel A venue, and shortly thereafter
Brother Bonner was made superintendent of the Bible
school. He was admirably suited for this work, and the
Bible school flourished under his guidance, the enroll-

ment having reached probably two hundred at the time of
his death in 1930.
The Chapel Avenue congregation has been prompt in
its response to the cry of those in distress, and has been
liberal in its contribution to the spread of the gospel; but
perhaps its most noteworthy single performance has been
the work by its elders in the supervision of the Home
for the Aged at 1900 Eastland Avenue. The responsibility for the building of this home and the maintenance
of thirty-five inmates was undertaken by the elders of the
Chapel Avenue congregation in 1926. With the liberal
aid of other congregations and individuals, the home was
completed and soon freed from debt, and there are few,
if any, institutions of its kind in better condition today
than it is.
The average Bible-school attendance is two hundred
twenty; at eleven o'clock service, three hundred thirty;
at evening service, about one hundred fifteen.
This congregation plans to erect a new meetinghouse
in 1940.
f

f

f

Eleventh Street Church
The Eleventh Street Church began in 1908, when thirteen members of the body of Christ assembled in a rented
storehouse near the present place of meeting to worship
God.
Joe McPherson held the first meeting, beginning in May,
1908, in a tent pitched on a vacant lot next to the original
meeting place. Through baptism and placement of mem-

bership ten souls were added to the congregation. In
1909 and 1910 Brother McPherson held meetings in which
several others were added to the church.
In May, 1912, a lot was bought for $500, and in August
of this same year a contract was let for the present building at 512 South Eleventh Street, with W. H. Henderson,
S. A. Tyler, L. R. Crump, and P. C. Shields as trustees.
On October 27, 1912, the first meeting was begun in the
new house by R. V. Cawthon, who also held later meetings for the church.
Prominently connected with the congregation as leaders
during this early period were: W. H. Henderson, S. A.
Tyler, Luther Crump, E. G. Cullum, J. B. Redmond, Sr.,
P. C. Shields, F. L. Williams, and E. L. Starkey.
Of the original members, most of them have passed on
to their reward, but a few are still with the congregation;
other~ have moved away and are with other congregations
now.
The Eleventh Street Church started the Fifth Street
Church as a mission point, and assisted in the work there
until Fifth Street was able to carry on the work.
The present me'11bership is OYer two h undred. and iu
19:;8 ei , ht Bible-school r ::>oms were ~drled at the cost of
abo ut $2,50 0. T h<:t year Willard Collins held the pro-
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tracted meeting, with over fifty additions.

Brother Col-

lins also held the meeting this year.

Besides the above mentioned, the following preachers
have held meetings for the church: M. H. N orthcross,
Dan Gunn, E. G. Cullum, H. W. Wrye, Silas Moody, A.
R. Hill, Edward Craddock, H. M. Phillips, and perhaps
others.
f

f

f

Reid Avenue Church
EDWARD LEE

The history of this congregation is inseparably connected with that of the Nashville Bible School (David
Lipscomb College). In the third year of its existence,

fall of 1893, the school moved to Spruce Street (Eighth
Avenue, South) , and Reid Avenue ana the "Bible School
congregation" was organized, so that we are now more
than forty-six years old. The congregation included teachers and students of the school, as weH as residents of the
neighborhood, and met in the school chapel, in the dormitory, on Reid Avenue. There were such well-known
men as James A. Harding, J. W. Grant, J. W. Shepherd,
and Dr. J. S. Ward. Thus for about ten years the congregation grew and was an influence in the community.
Then the Bible School moved to its present location on
Granny White Pike in 1903, leaving but a remnant of
the flourishing congregation. Some were disheartened
and suggested that the work be disbanded. But a few
insisted that all was not lost, and so the work was continued in the old chapel, with about fourteen present at
the first service. The leaders in this period were: T. C.
Worley, D. D. Hamilton, and S. F. Morrow, the latter also
being treasurer. These all continued with the congregation for many years, Brother Morrow, however, later
leaving to help establish the Belmont Avenue congregation.
Then in 1905 a near-by lot, on the corner of Reid and Ridley A venues, was purchased, and after much sacrifice the
building was erected. At about this time some valuable
work was done through the preaching of T. B. Larimore
and Joe McPherson, both of whom held tent meetings.
Brother Larimore also held the first meeting in the new
building. Thus was the young congregation strengthened
in carrying on its work, no longer aided by the school.
An important event in the first Larimore meeting was the
conversion of J. C. Lawson, a grocer of the community.
He beca me a great power for good in the church and the
neighborhood, and served as an elder f or more than twenty
years.
T he building was partially destroyed by storm in May,
1910, and, aft er further sacrifices, was rebuilt. In the
past few yea r s six classrooms have been added to the orig-

inal two, enabling us to take care of all ages in our teaching work.
Other revivals have been conducted by such well-known
evangelists as: S. H. Hall, Will J. Cullum, R. V. Cawthon,
S.M. Jones (of Canada), George W. Farmer, T. Q. Martin, Andy Ritchie, Sr., A. B. Lipscomb, H. Leo Boles, E. H.
!jams, Jack McElroy, Jesse Sewell, and Frank Pack.
Time would fail me to tell of many other men who have
labored with us, but I must mention H. Leo Boles, who
has served us in monthly appointments for nearly twenty
years.
The church has contributed generously toward preaching the gospel and erecting meetinghouses, including Etowah and Athens, Tenn.; Charleston, S. C.; Jersey City;
and in Florida, California, Canada, Japan, China, and
Africa. A substantial contribution is made each year to
the Tennessee Orphan Home in Spring Hill, and many
other charitable activities are also carried on. For many
years we have assisted in conducting services at the Tuberculosis Hospital.
The present elders are: 0. M. Dillingham, I. C. Finley,
and H. A. Robinson, who have served for nearly ten years
in harmony and in the love of the truth.
Our present membership is approximately two hundred.
A census of our neighborhood, taken a f ew months ago,
enlarged our vision of the opportunities before us for
spreading the gospel. We recommend t hat every congregation do the same, that it may work more intelligently
in reaching the unsaved. During this year we have been
mailing weekly letters to the members of the congregation and other persons, and now send out more than two
hundred fifty mimeographed letters each week. In them
we have especially stressed the midweek meeting, and we
are having the best attendance we have ever known, with
a total of more than one hundred each Wednesday night.
But we are far from satisfied, and face the futu r e with
a sincere desire to render even more service, having in
mind the words said to have been spoken by David Lipscomb near the end of his busy life: "So much to do, so
little done."
f

f

f

Cedar Grove Church
LYTTON ALLEY

This church meets at Bordeaux, a suburb of Nashville.
It was organized in 1895.
The original building of frame construction was destroyed by fire in 1929. In the spring of the same year
the present brick building was erected.
This is one of the oldest congregations in Davidson
County, numbering among its first preachers David Lipscomb, C. A. Moore, F . W. Smith, Joseph McPherson,
J. W. Shepherd, R. V. Cawthon, Lytton Alley, M. H.
N orthcross, and many others.
Its first leaders were: A. Glaus, G. Glaus, Sylvester
Cullum, William Crump, Newton Mor gan, Robert Morgan, and others.
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The elders at present are: Lytton Alley, A. T. McPherT. W. Sinor, G. F. McCord, and Andy Glaus, Sr.
The deacons are: George Sinor, Howard Elrod, J. 0.
3radley, Robert Wilkinson, and Andy Glaus, Jr.
Those who preach monthly for this congregation are:
Lytton Alley, V. E. Gregory, J. W. Shepherd, and Richard
i\illiams.

= n,

f

f

f

Trinity Lane Church
E. G. CULLUM

Located near the intersection of Gallatin Road and
Trinity Lane, about four miles from the center of
~ashville, is a modest but modern brick building, known
as the meeting place of the Trinity Lane Church.
In the spring of 1917 a few members of the church,
living in that community, called R. V. Cawthon to conduct a meeting under
tent. At the close of this meeting they decided to form a new congregation.
They began to meet on Lord's days at the home of
W. S. Moody, on Maxey Lane. In a short time they
bought a lot on Trinity Lane and had erected a house
eighteen by thirty-six feet, which took care of the congregation for two or three years. They received assistance from a number of individuals and congregations in
paying for the house and lot.
The church soon outgrew this little house and sold it
and had it moved off the lot. They then bought an adjoining lot and had built a neat frame house which would
seat about two hundred people. While in this house this
church engaged J. S. Turner to help build up the cause
in East Tennessee at Harriman. The present church at
Harriman is one of the results of this work. Brother
Turner remained at Harriman three years, under the
supervision of Trinity Lane Church, and was supported
while there.
Outgrowing the jj:!Cond building, it was decided to erect
a building which should take care of the needs of the
church for years to come, and the present building was
erected in 1926 at a cost of around $18,000. The house
seats five hundred comfortably; and in spite of the fact
that the congregation has furnished members to help
start and build up churches at Jackson Park, Riverside
Drive, and Dickerson Road, the house is well filled each
Lord's day.
Of the charter members in 1917 there remain with the
congregation H. W. Beckwith and wife and Sister Gleaves.
Other charter members were: T. S. Davis and wife, W.
L. Robertson and wife, Miss Bessie Hasty, W. S. Moody
and wife, Sam Shaw and family, Robert Keeling and
family, John W. Beasley and wife, and the Kinnard family.
Preachers who have conducted meetings for the church

a

include: R. V. Cawthon, J. D. Gunn, G. A. Dunn, L. B.
Jones, S. M. Jones, L. L. Brigance, Jasper Dunn, C. M.
Pullias, John Hardeman, Foy Wallace, Jr., Harry Pickup,
T. B. Thompson, R. R. Brooks, J. H. Horton, and C. L.
Wilkinson.
The church supports J. D. Boyd in destitute fields, he
being now in his third year at Ruston, La., where he has
helped to build up a congregation of nearly one hundred
members.
Besides supporting for six years evangelists in the
field, the church has helped at other places and in foreign
fields.
No trouble has occurred to mar the peace and unity of
the congregation. All work together in love. The leadership is capable, and greater work is promised for the
future. The present membership is about three hundred
fifty.
f

f

f

Fairview Church
This church worships on Hillsboro Road. The lot was
given by E. G. Scruggs, and the house was built by Johnson V. Linton in 1887. The congregation was started by
John W. Vaughan, E. G. Scruggs, Mrs. Sallie V. McCutchen, Mrs. Fannie V. Compton, F. M. Austin, and
others. Only three members who were there at the be-

ginning are now with the congregation. They are two
daughters and a son of the late John W. Vaughan.
The first sermon in the new house was preached by E.
B. Cayce, of Franklin, Tenn. Among others who have
preached there may be mentioned: David Lipscomb, E. G.
Sewell, E. A. Elam, James E. Scobey, J. W. Grant, R. Lin
Cave, Hall L. Calhoun, F. C. Sowell, A. B. Lipscomb, H.
S. Lipscomb, James A. Allen, J. L. Jackson, Boyd Fanning,
Batsell Baxter, and B. C. Goodpasture.
The present leaders are: Leon B. McQuiddy, Grady
Morrow, and Johnson Vaughan.
J. D. Fenn has preached regularly for this congregation for the last eight years.
f

f

f

Russell Street Church
E. R. DERRYBERRY

On October 26, 1890, William Lipscomb, Sr., preached
the first sermon to twenty-seven, who started the work
in Robinson's Schoolhouse, on Tenth Street, East Nashville. Two of this number are in the membership now.
During the following winter they met in a private
school at 930 Fatherland Street, and in November, 1891,
purchased a lot and small dwelling on Tenth Street, which
was remodeled and again enlarged in 1894. This place
was sold and a new house built at Tenth and Russell
Streets, on a lot purchased and deeded to the trustees by
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W. V. Davidson, an elder. During these years revivals
for this congregation had been conducted by Brethren
Srygley, Harding, Lipscomb, Elam, Sutton, and Kurfees.
In 1913 the house at Tenth and Russell was exchanged
for the present house of worship at Ninth and Russell
Streets, this congregation paying a difference of $10,500,
W. V. Davidson helping much in perfecting this exchange.

E. G. Sewell preached the first sermon in this house,
May 25, 1913, and monthly thereafter until on account of
age he became too feeble to preach. From then on the
:c ongregation gave him a pension u~til his death. The
lamented J. C. McQuiddy, coming with this work from
the old Foster Street Church, also preached for this congregation as long as his health permitted.
Then A. B. Lipscomb was the regular minister for a
number of years, having the following elders to help him
carry on the work: A. B. Lipscomb, E. G. Sewell, J. C.
McQuiddy, W. V. Davidson, T. F. Bonner, J. W. Sewell,
S. L. Todd, and R. W. Comer. John L. Dillard served as
deacon and treasurer for several years.
The elders called S. H. Hall, January 1, 1922, he being
now in his eighteenth year. The membership at the beginn'i ng of his work was approximately three hundred,
and grew until it ranged around eight hundred. Some
thirty-five members were given to help start the Jackson
Park congregation, and some of its best families helped
with the Hillsboro Church, then Madison took some of its
best workers. Today its membership is around seven
hundred.
In the past several years this congregation has taken
special interest in helping educate and train young men
for leaders and preachers, assisting many to get located
and established in the ministry. Some of our best young
preachers today are among this number, and through their
work many struggling congregations have been put on
their feet, a number of new ones established, and approximately eight thousand converted.
In the past three years this church has carried the
heaviest budget in its history as to charity, education,
home and foreign missions. It has four classes for midweek study, a special training class on Saturday night
for public leaders, the largest Bible school in its history.
All phases of the work will be carried on for 1940 according to plans being made, the elders and deacons having already engaged Brother Hall to help enlarge this
program.

Donelson Church
W. F. MOORE

Early in the seventies David Lipscomb and E. G. Sewell,
two prominent and faithful preachers of the gospel, began
to preach in this and adjoining communities. After a
year or two, following their work, T. Fanning, on a Sunday afternoon in September, 1873, set in order, or organized, this congregation, with thirty-two members, fourteen male and eighteen female. The group was first called
the church of Christ at McWhortersville, Tenn. They met
in private homes and temporarily-arranged places.
In the following year, 1874, a lot was secured, being
donated by M. G. White and his wife. Through the activities and help of such men as Dr. E. E. Buchanan,
W. D. Baker, T. B. Page, Samuel Steele, and others, a
frame building was erected. Many consecrated and faithful preachers ministered to the congregation in this building for thirty-four years. The first elders of the church
appointed by unanimous consent of the congregation, o~
March 30, 1879, were: W. D. Baker, Samuel Steele, and
W. Boyd. Some of the early preachers were: I. R. Sewell,
F. B. Srygley, Granville Lipscomb, J. C. Caldwell, David
Lipscomb, E. G. Sewell, William Lipscomb, J. E. Scobey,
and many others.
In October, 1905, the congregation, realizing its crowded
condition and inconvenient surroundings, called a business meeting and decided to sell out and move to a more
convenient and accessible location, in order to meet the
growing demands of the congregation. Alex Perry and
wife, Ann Augusta Perry, gave two acres, the beautiful
lot on which the present structure now stands. The original building was erected in the year 1907. This was
built of concrete blocks. R. V. Cawthon labored with the
congregation for nine years, preaching one Lord's day
each month and conducting nine protracted meetings.
Other preachers who ministered to the congregation included E. H. !jams, E. A. Elam, W. Claude Hall, Horace
Lipscomb, I. C. Pullias, Dr. J. S. Ward, and C. P. Rowland.
In the beginning of the year 1924 another change was
thought necessary to meet the growing demands of the
congregation. The concrete structure was veneered with
brick, and six large Bible-school rooms were added, which
increased the seating capacity of the auditorium and
added facilities for Bible study. In August, 1924, C. M.
Pullias conducted a two weeks' meeting in the new structure. The first Sunday of the meeting was a homecoming day, with a basket dinner on the lawn.
From the labors of such men as C. M. Pullias, R. V.
Cawthon, I. C. Pullias, Jack McElroy, A. C. Pullias, S.
P. Pittman, J. Petty Ezell, B. L. Douthitt, and others,
members have been added to the church until the membership has increased from thirty-two to more than two
hundred.
The leaders of the congregation are: Elders-!. H. Benedick, Henry Steele, F. A. Shelton, and L. L. Payne.
Deacons-W. F. Moore, B. B. Boyd, C. D. Bullington,
S. M. Bradley, David Whitworth, J. M. Hooper, and C. A.
Moore. Jim Cope is the minister. Services: Bible school,
10 A.M.; preaching, 11 A.M., 7:30P.M.; Wednesday night
Bible study, 7:30 P.M.
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Third and Taylor Church
For more than a year L. H. Ferguson and J. A. Bruce
had considered the advisability of organizing a church
in the community now served by the church at Third and
Taylor, but they were unable to find a place in which to
worship. In February, 1939, they rented a storehouse
on the corner of Fourth A venue and Madison Street, and

each had to sacrifice to carry on the good work. The first
leaders and officers were: G. W. Wheeler, J. J. Rader,
Jim Reagan, and Matt Hill.
The church has steadily grown, having enrolled at
present over one hundred. In recent years three Bibleschool rooms have been added.
Mead's Chapel has made contributions for carrying on
foreign mission work and charity in the community.
One of the principal assets of Mead's Chapel congregation is an enthusiastic group of leaders. The present
elders are: George Mangum, John Morris, and Amon
Pierce. Other active leaders and workers are: F. B. Hill,
Thomas Hill, A. Kay Gardner, John Griggs, Walter Clark,
and W. B. Reasonover.
f

f

f

Highland Avenue Church
LACY SINCLAIR

held the first meeting February 19, with a Bible class of
forty-four and about seventy at the church services. At
this service twenty-four took membership and the congregation was established.
On March 19 L. H. Ferguson began a twelve days'
meeting, which resulted in twenty additions. Dan Gunn,
V. E. Gregory, William Gentry, J. A. Bruce, and L. H.
Ferguson preached for the congregation. During the
month of August the congregation purchased a frame
duplex builwng on the corner of Third Avenue and Taylor Street. The partitions were removed, a new floor
laid, the auditorium papered, and they moved into the
new quarters. Almost every Lord's day there are additions. The membership now numbers one hundred fifteen, with an enrollment of about ninety-seven in Bible
study. The church is growing rapidly. Large crowds
attend each service. The congregation will soon add two
more rooms for Bible classes.
The first Lord's day in September the church selected
L. H. Ferguson, G. R. Dockery, and Gilliam Upchurch as
elders. No deacons have as yet been appointed.
f

f

The work at Highland Avenue began in May, 1894,
meetings first being held over a store at the corner of
West End Avenue and Palmer Avenue (now TwentyEighth), later at Palmer Avenue District School, and then
in the homes of the various members. Progress was very
slow at first, two protracted meetings being held with no
visible results. However, in July, 1896, Jim Dunn held a
tent meeting, in which there were nineteen additions and
a great deal of interest manifested. In the fall of that
year a lot at 2519 Highland Avenue was purchased and a
neat frame church house erected thereon. The first services in the new building were held on January 1, 1897.

f

Mead's Chapel Church
Mead's Chapel was built in the year 1897. It was
named in honor of James Mead, who prior to the building
of the meetinghouse came into this community, doing
evangelistic work, preaching in brush arbors and tents.
'fhose who were converted continued working together,
meeting at the home of John Ridley until the meetinghouse was built. Brother Mead also preached the first
sermon that was preached in Mead's Chapel. The land on
which it is located was given by Caleb Hill.
The members being few and the contributions small,

In the year 1921 the frame building was replaced with
the present modern brick building.
Some of the early leaders who labored at Highland Avenue and have since passed to their reward were: H. H.
Clarke, T. J . Brown, Obe Waller, S. T. F. Kirkpatrick,
and W. S. Dennison. Robert King, A. M. Burton, S. C.
Boyce, and others prominent in the work of the church
have also taken an active part at Highland Avenue.
Successful meetings have been held at Highland Avenue by T. W. Brents, Jim Dun, Joe McPherson, Matthew
Cayce, C. M. Pullias, T. Q. Martin, L. S. White, and a
number of others.
Highland Avenue has also contributed liberally t oward
spreading the gospel in other fields, both in this country
and in lands beyond the seas.
The present leaders are: Z. A. McConnico, Marshall
Dennison, Joe Chastain, Robert Nash, Russell Nash, a nd
Lacy Sinclair.
The membership at Highland Avenue numbers approximately one hundred fifty, services being held each Lord's
day, morning and night, a ladies' Bible class on Wedne day morning, and prayer meeting Wednesday night.

1162

December 7, 19!J9

GOSPEL ADVOCATE

Fifth Street Church
E. G. CULLUM

It was summertime in 1915 that Luther Crump and the
writer made a canvass of the neighborhood around South
Fifth Street with a view of gathering together the children and older people on Sunday afternoons for Bible
study. We had observed that the greater part of the
people living in that locality did not attend church services anywhere, and we invited them to meet with us at the
office of the Standard Furniture Company (now Davis
Cabinet Company) on Sundays.
Others became interested at once and offered their services. Among these were: Norman Davidson and wife,
Frank Jones, J. D. Rivers, Cornelia Donovan (now deceased), Sister Allen, and others. These were all members of the church at Ninth and Russell Streets and Eleventh Street.
·
The work made good progress for about two years,
when, on, account of the World War and the building of
the powder plant at Old Hickory, which took a large
part of the men in the neighborhood for seven days each
week, our church work began to lag. The people were
working on Sundays, and seemed to care more for the
dollar than for the Lord.
Our teachers, however, were faithful, and on the last
Sunday that we met at the furniture company office we
had five teachers and only three pupils; then we gave up
in despair.
In the meantime tent meetings had been held in the
neighborhood by R. V. Cawthon and Joe McPherson, with
two or three baptisms.
Several months later Fletcher Williams and the writer
conducted a funeral on South Fourth Street near Shelby
Avenue, andit noting the large number of people present,
and learning that, for the most part, they lived in that
vicinity, we decided that we ought to revive the interest
we once had, and began to plan to start the work again,
but on a different basis. We had learned that people, as
a rule, do not like to go to church in the afternoon; so
we planned to start up again and have a regular meetinghouse, with services at the usual hours.
The lot and one hundred dollars were donated by W.
V. Davidson. His son, Norman Davidson, gave five hundred dollars, and J. N. Hicks gave one hundred fifty dollars. With this start, we set apart a day for the Eleventh
Street congregation to make its donation to the work. Its
contribution for that purpose was about eight hundred
dollars. Fletcher Williams was made treasurer of the
building fund. Others contributed, and soon we had the
present building under construction. We soon had it
completed-all paid for-and services were announced to
begin the following Sunday. The house was full, and
the writer spoke to those present on "Old-Time Religion."
Of the "charter" members of the congregation, there
remain active in the work: J.D. Rivers, Mrs. J. T. Thompson, and possibly a few others. New members have moved
into the community, and others living in other parts of the
city have become interested, and the work moves on with
increasing interest, being led by such faithful men as:
J. D. Rivers, Wendell S. Cooke, C. F. McCarty, Willie

Collins, Granville C. Mathis, and others. Two classrooms
were added in 1931. This enables all classes to have a
separate room in which to meet. The congregation's only
obligation is a spiritual one.
Most of the leaders have been with the congregation
almost since its beginning. These leaders are loyal to
the truth, and nothing to seriously hinder the progress of
its work or to cause division has ever occurred.
Preachers working regularly with the congregation are:
first Sunday, J. E. Acuff; second Sunday, open; third
Sunday, John L. Rainey; fourth Sunday, J. S. Batey, Sr.
Fifth Street has had a large part in the support (for
six years or more) of three girls in the Fanning Orphan
School for girls. The church also has supported a girl in
the Tennessee School for the Blind for the past several
years. In addition to this, it has helped in various mission points, one such place being the support of a song
leader and helper in the Harriman (Tenn.) meeting.
More work of this kind is planned for the future.
1'

1'

1'

Seventh Avenue Church
W. E. ASHBURN

In May, 1916, several brethren of the Twelfth Avenue
and Eighth Avenue congregations met at the home of
B. A. Wilder, 1613 Sixth Avenue, North, for the purpose

of planning a congregation in that community, there being no church of any kind in the district. They formed a
nucleus of what was to be known as Sixth Avenue Church,
with forty-five members. B. A. Wilder and Andrew J.
Me Whirter were selected as elders, and were the only
officers of the congregation for two years. After that the
records are not available until 1922, when there were
eighty-six members. W. A. Emmerson had become an
elder, and W. C. Brown was appointed that year. V. D.
Temple kept the records of the meetings.
G. R. Dockery became an elder in 1923 and L. H. Ferguson in 1929. The latter stressed the need of enlarging
the building, the membership being something over a
hundred.
Brother Ferguson was appointed to raise the money
for a new house. Six congregations contributed $415.
The building was erected at Seventh and Buchanan. L.
L. Yeagley held the first meeting in it. The church has
grown to a membership of about three hundred.
In December, 1936, R. E. L . .Taylor, Decherd, Tenn.,
began regular work with the congregation, and there has
been a rapid growth, with additions almost every week.
The elders at the present time are: K. G. Griffith, L.
K. Upchurch, W. E. Ashburn, S. T. Temple, J. E. Duncan.
The deacons are: John Hargis, A. P. Hatchett, Leroy
Holder, A. T. Hale, C. D. Talley, J. D. Talley, Charles
Grissom, J. W. Burrow, Haggard Dowell.

December 7, 1939

1163

GOSPEL ADVOCATE

Hillsboro Church
J. E. COTTON

The history of the Hillsboro Church dates back to the
::irst Sunday in October, 1927, when a small grouptwenty-seven, to be exact-met for worship in a residence
at 2208 Hillsboro Road. S. F. Morrow, who was active
in the establishing of this congregation, preached the first
sermon for the new congregation; V. E. Gregory, the second; J. P. Sanders, the third; and S. P. Pittman, the

being at this time approximately six hundred, and the
Sunday-morning attendance exceeding that number, it
being necessary to use chairs to take care of the increasing crowds. Those attending Bible classes number between three and four hundred. The classes are well
graded and are under the direction of efficient teachers.
The financial affairs of the congregation are well handled. W. E. Fentress, treasurer, submits a mimeographed
statement monthly to each member of the congregation,
showing in detail the disposition of all funds received.
Liberal contributions are made for the spread of the gospel, both at home and abroad, as well as for the support
of institutions provided for the care of those who are in
need. A determined effort is being made to establish
churches in the New York territory, and to that end the
Manhattan congregation of New York City and the Hillsboro congregation are cooperating in the work. The officers of the congregation consist of three elders and nine
deacons.
"(

"(

"(

Madison Church

fourth; the three last named continuing monthly appointments for several years. The congregation continued to
meet at this place until the spring of 1928, when a tent
was secured and placed on an adjoining lot that had been
purchased with a view of erecting a suitable building
thereon at some later date. The basement to the present
building was completed in 1929, and was used as a place
of worship for several months, after which construction
of rhe main auditorium and classrooms was begun and
completed in 1931, and the congregation moved into the
building which it now occupies.
J. P. Sanders preached the first sermon, followed by a
two weeks' meeting conducted by L. L. Brigance, of Henderson, Tenn. The following year Brother Brigance returned and held another very successful meeting for the
Hillsboro congregation. Meetings have also been conducted by Foy E. Wallace, Jr., Horace Busby, J. P. Sanders, P. D. Wilmeth, and vacation Bible schools have been
conducted during the past three years under the leadership of R. B. Sweet and Coleman Overby, respectively.
These vacation Bible schools have proved very satisfactory as a means of reaching children who are members of
f amilies in the neighborhood not attending church.
For several years the Hillsboro congregation did not
have a regular minister, using different preachers who
were given monthly appointments. Among those engaged
in this way were: F. B. Srygley, E. G. Collins, J. T. Hinds
(all connected at the time with the Gospel Advocate), R.
C. Bell, and perhaps some others whose names we do not
recall just now. The congregation prospered under this
arrangement, and the membership grew to such proportions that the need of a regular minister became apparent.
Accordingly, J. P. Sanders was recalled from Sherman,
Texas, and took up the work upon that basis during the
fall of 1936, continuing until the spring of 1939, when he
tendered his resignation and became identified with George
Pepperdine College, in Los Angeles. Shortly before the
departure of Brother Sanders, B. C. Goodpasture moved to
Nashville to assume the editorship of the Gospel Advocate, and the Hillsboro congregation congratulates itself
upon being so fortunate as to secure his services. Attendance and interest have continued without interruption.
As stated in the beginning, the attendance was twentyseven at the first service; however, the growth of the congregation has been rather phenomenal, the membership

On December 2, 1934, the church met for the first time
in Madison, Tenn., for worship in a rented garage, with
an enrollment of seventy members.
We continued to meet in this garage until January 5,
1936, the first Sunday in the year, at which time the
church met for the first time in the new church building.
From Sunday, December 2, 1934, until Sunday, September 27, 1936, the following men preached for the Madison Church monthly: Price Billingsley, 0. D. Bixler, W.
W. Lovell, Rollie Polk, W. L. Totty, and, as occasions
arose, different young men of the congregation spoke on
Sundays.
Other preaching brethren who have preached for us
occasionally are: J. E. Acuff, E. G. Cullum, John Hutcheson, R. B. Clements, John T. Hinds, C. S. Austin, J. E.
Thornberry, J. W. Beasley, and S. L. Youree.
Haven Miller began preaching regularly for the church
September 27, 1936, and is with the church at this time.
The church building cost about $5,500, for which amount
a loan was secured at the local bank.
We make semiannual payments on the note, and have
been fortunate in meeting these payments promptly so
far, and are hoping to increase these payments next year,
thereby paying off the loan sooner and be enabled to do
other needed work.
S. H. Hall did the preaching in a tent in the years 1935,
1936, and 1937, with a total of thirty-nine baptisms, five
restorations, and ten placing membership. I. A. Douthitt
was with the church in a tent meeting in 1938, when five
were baptized, one was restored, and three placed membership. Boone Douthitt conducted the meeting in 1939,
with ten baptisms and three restorations. This meeting
was held in the house.
Some things accomplished, but room fo r much more to
be done, and much improvement should be made:
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Charity

Contribution

Missionary Membership

93
1935
$ 958.33
$ 9.46
6.36
$50.76
128
1936
1,497.52
4.15
24.50
156
1937
1,951.88
68.16
8.00
171
1938
1,943.94
The membership to date is approximately 200
There have been four deaths in the congregation in the
four years.
The membership is composed of people who, in the main,
have bought their homes or built homes in Madison; hence,
the membership is more stable in numbers than in many
localities. New members are moving in continually, and
the greater per cent of the membership is from the Old
Hickory congregation.
This is a fine field, an open door for a great and good
work for the church to do. Our responsibility is great.
Elders: S. L. Lillie, H. B. McPherson, J. L. Hunter.
Deacons: S. S. Lowe, D. C. Slaughter, T. J. Ladd.
~

~

The regular services of the church are: Bible study,
9:45 A.M.; preaching, 11 A.M.; Bible class for young
people, 6:15 P.M.; preaching, 7 P.M., Sundays; prayer
meeting, Wednesday, 7:30 P.M.
f

~

~

Whites Creek Church
DALLAS M. GUPTON

Whites Creek Church first started in the home of
Brother Demobraum, with four members present, in 1902.
Then, with the help of Brother Bennett, it began meeting

~

Radnor Church
In the month of September, 1925, H. M. Phillips conducted a successful meeting under a large tent located
near the intersection of Antioch Pike and Nolensville
Road. We then located near Chilton Street and Nolensville Road, in an old storehouse, where we continued meeting until May, 1926. From May 16 to 30 of that year
Brother Phillips again held a meeting in a tent in the
same location. Charlie Campbell preached the opening
sermon in this series. Twenty were added. We continued
at this location for a short while, then located on Radnor
Terrace, in what was known as the old Cumberland Presbyterian Publishing House.
In the spring of 1927 we purchased two lots next door,
on Radnor Terrace, where the church was built in which
we are now worshiiing. We held our first meeting in our
present building in July, 1927.
We owe much to our pioneer preachers who came so
nobly to our assistance. Among those who deserve credit
and mention are: H. M. Phillips, Wilburn Scobey, V. E .
Gregory, Hall Calhoun, R. V. Cawthon, and Harry Pickup.
The congregation having grown from a mission into a
church, the need of elders was felt, and the first ones were
appointed by the congregation in 1933 or 1934. Those
appointed at that time were: W. C. Hembree, Charles J.
Helton, Sr., Tom Polk, and John Reynolds. Later, Tom
Polk moved to another location and was replaced by
William Bugg.
Our growth from approximately thirty members in the
first meeting under the tent has been to about two hundred faithful members. The growth was slow until in
1935, when E. Gaston Collins labored regularly with the
congregation, when it became more rapid. In July, 1937,
L. L. Weathers began work with us, and our growth continued rapidly, until we had to make additions to our
building. Brother Weathers labored with us twenty-eight
months.

in the schoolhouse, with seventeen members, in 1903.
In 1907 a small building was erected. There were fortyone members at that time, with Brethren Bennett, Mackey,
and Woodruff as elders. The building was named Buford's Chapel, because Brother Buford had preached the
first sermon there.
In 1933 a large lot was bought and a basement was
built, in which the church worshiped until in 1934 a brick
building was erected. The present elders are: Brethren
Page, Thompson, and Parker. The deacons are: Brethren Gupton, Andrews, Parker, Owens, and Bradford.
There are two hundred thirty-seven members. In 1939
four new Bible-school rooms were built.
Every member of Whites Creek Church has his or her
part in helping to carry on the work of the Lord.
~

~

~

Fanning School and Church
The history of Fanning School and that of the congregation which worships in the auditorium of the school
has much in common.
Fanning Orphan School was established by Tolbert Fanning and wife, Charlotte, members of the church of Christ,
who deeded three hundred acres of land on the Couchville
Road, about five miles from Nashville, Tenn., to a board
of trustees, specifying that each member of the board
should likewise be members of the church of Christ.
Mrs. Fanning was of English birth, born April 10, 1809,
in County Kent, England, and at the age of five came to
Louisville, Ky. She spent her life in the service of others, and was especially interested in the welfare of girls.
Childless herself, she became the mother and friend of
many. The school was established that homeless and orphaned girls might have a school that would also be a
Christian home. The Bible has always been taught daily
in the school and worship conducted on each Lord's day.
The school was established February 11, 1884, but the
charter was obtained from the State of Tennessee, October 8, 1881. School opened for the first time in September, 1884, with Miss Emma Page (now Mrs. T. B. Larimore) as principal. Miss Page was followed by Professor
and Mrs. J. S. Hammons, who served until June, 1886.
At that time David Lipscomb, Jr., and his wife were
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elected, and served about thirty-seven years. At thP.
present time J. S. Batey and wife are conducting the
school, and have been for about five years.
Many worthy men have been members of the board of
trustees. David Lipscomb, Sr., was its first president;
E. A. Elam, its second; and W. V. Davidson, until his
death recently; and at the present time M. N. Young is
president of the board, with Dr. John S. Cayce as vicepresident and H. S. Lipscomb as secretary and treasurer.

The following serve as active members of the board of
trustees: I. C. Finley, S. D. Tatum, G. C. Billingsley,
Hugh Dozier, Bennett Corley, Howard Youree, and Dr.
Fred Hall.

A venue, and our present building was erected the following year. Our first meeting in the building was held on
the second Sunday in January, 1925, with J. W. Dickson,
who was a member o1 the congregation, preaching. The
congregation has grown from a membership of only thirty
to between four hundred and five hundred members.

., ., .,

Belmont Church
It was an idea of David Lipscomb and others that a
congregation should be planted in this neighborhood about
thirty years ago, and $500 held in trust by him from the
sale of the old Compton's Chapel was put in this building.
It seemed to be a growing neighborhood. A meeting was
held in a tent on a vacant lot on the corner of Hawkins
Street and Sixteenth Avenue, adjoining the home of Alex
Perry, by E. A. Elam. A year or two later a meeting
was called by some brethren interested in the project in
G. W. Denney's apartment over what is now Gilmore's
Pharmacy. This meeting was called by S. F. Morrow,
John Aust, Dr. Miles Williams; and W. G. Denney, A. B.
Comer, H. S. Lipscomb, James Allen, Alex Perry, and
John Shaw were in attendance at this meeting. Brother
Cawthon was called to hold a meeting, which was conducted in a tent, beginning the second Lord's day in May,
1911. At this meeting some seventy or eighty members
were enrolled and began worship. A little f r ame house
was purchased from the Advent Episcopal Church, on
the corner of Seventeenth and Edgehill Avenues. It was

., ., .,

Lischey Avenue Church
MRS. H. L. RAY

(Nee Mava Smith)
1
Lischey Avenue Church had its beginning in June, 1907.
The first meeting was held in the home of my brother,
Oscar Smith, in the interest of Bible classes for the children of those connected with Joy's Flower Gardens. Miss
Nell Joy had assisted me in making a canvass of the community, which had met with a good response. For two
years we met at temporary locations. During this time
we were assisted by students of David Lipscomb College
preaching for us. Batsell Baxter, H. C. Shoulders, Charlie N evells, and many others preached for us.
E. Mack Allen, of the Foster Street Church, became
interested in the work, and through his influence Joe McPherson held a tent meeting for us on Jones Avenue in
August, 1909, which gave impetus to the work. T. S.
Joy offered a lot on Jones A venue to any church that

would erect a building for worship. Through the influence of Brother Allen, the elders of Foster Street Church
assisted us in erecting a small building on the lot on
Jones Avenue, opposite Cherokee Avenue. It was completed on May 5, 1910.
In May, 1923, we pu-rchased a lot at 1310-1312 Lischey

sawed in two and moved onto the rear of our lot, and was
used for worship while our present building was being
erected. Later we worshiped in the basement of this
building, and in the fall of 1914 our building was completed. The first trustees were: John Aust, Alex Perry,
S. F. Morrow, W. G. Denney, John Shaw, Dr. Miles Williams, and A. B. Comer.
For a number of years the congregation was served
by different ministers, as A. B. Comer, James Allen,
George Bethurum, H. S. Lipscomb, James E. Scobey, A.
B. Lipscomb, G. H. Porch, T. J. Derryberry, H. Leo Boles,
and E. H. !jams. Morgan Carter, H. T. King, F. B.
Srygley, Hall L. Calhoun, and E. H. !jams later ser ved
as regular ministers. George W. Emptage is now serving in that capacity.
The elders are: S. F. Morrow, G. R. Bethurum, H. S.
Lipscomb, N. H. Porch, J. A. Yowell, E. K. Hardison , M.
N. Young, Hugh Dozier, J. P. Womack, and J . G. Quarles.
The deacons are: F. D. Srygley, B. B. Hackney, Clyde
Purvis, J. S. Notgrass, F. C. Womack, T. A. Hales, J . A.
Crawford, E. A. Bergstrom, J. C. Sloan, Howar d Hackney,
W. 0. Baker, B. S. Holden, and A. F. Harlin.
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Waverly-Belmont Church
In 1920 a group of brethren residing in the Waverly
and Belmont sections, and who had been members of different congregations in the city, decided to establish the
cause in their community. They purchased the building
at the corner of Twelfth and Beechwood Avenues from the
Baptists, and held their first service on June 19, 1920.
The new congregation soon paid for the building and began supporting the preaching of the gospel in other States
and in Japan. The church supported G. F. Gibbs, Lawrenceburg, Tenn., in work in South Carolina, resulting in

How Special Was Prepared
In collecting the material for this special number of the Gospel Advocate we have sought a short
history and a pictU?·e of the meetinghouse of every
congregation in what might be called the Nashville
district. There are some congregations not with·i n
the city limits which have been so vitally 1·elated
to the work in the city that it was thought proper
to include them. To this end each congregation was
asked by telephone or letter to supply a sketch of
its work and a good picture of its meetinghouse.
We are grateful that most of the congregations
complied with our request, but regret that some did
not. Except where otherwise stated, we have used
only the material that was sent in to us. Where the
type of meetinghouse and of pictu1·e permitted, the
cuts are uniform in size.-EDITOR.

Neely's Bend Church

the establishment of a church at Greenville. It supported Brother Ferguson in establishing the church at
Monroe, La.
This congregation has assisted struggling congregations in all parts of the United States, and has for several years been sponsoring the work of S. K. Dong in
Korea, where he has established five congregations. In
times past the congregation has contributed to the work
of the Tennessee Orphan Home and the Home for the Aged.
The elders of the congregation are: F. R. Jones, G. Q.
Lipscomb, R. T. Thurman, and J. C. Brown. Other leaders include: J. B. Carl, R. L. Harding, V. M. Whitesell,
E. A. Lowry, T. C. Cox, A. C. Traylor, Dr. Robert Theo.
Thurman, Ross Derryberry, and Lee Jones. W. E. Brightwell is the regular preacher.
f

f

f

New Shops Church
DORA WYATT

In the fall of 1904 J o Johnston Church started a mission on Stewart Street, in West Nashville, using a vacant
store as a place for worship. Silas Moody, Brother Stackman, Henry Wrye, Brother Hurt, and Joe Hasty came out
to help with the organization of this mission. Miss Fannie Campbell was a teacher at this time.
In the spring of 1905 Bible school was held at various
homes, mostly on the lawn of Mrs. Jim Robertson, on
Clifton Pike. As the weather became cooler, they moved
to the J. W. Thomas School. By this time a lot had been
purchased upon which to build.
On Thanksgiving Day of 1905 the above-mentioned men
and several more in the neighborhood met on this lot and
spent the day erecting the new building. As soon as
there was enough flooring laid to hold a few seats, we
moved in and started worshiping in the new building. It
was a happy day! After the building was completed, a
two weeks' revival was held by T. B. Larimore.
Silas Moody was Sunday school superintendent, and
the following were teachers: Brother Stackman, Brother
Hurt, Brother Wrye, Miss Fannie Petty, Miss Fannie
Campbell, and Miss Eunice King.
Several years later this building was torn down and
the present building erected. At present there are tw0
hundred fifty members.
Johnny Goins is in charge of the Bible-school work.

The congregation worshiping in Neely's Bend is approximately sixty-five years old. David Lipscomb, E. G.
Sewell, James E. Scobey, William Lipscomb, F. B. Srygley,
J. C. McQuiddy, and other beloved preachers have preached
there.
Like most country congregations, it has suffered
through the removal of many of its members into the
city; but at the present it seems to face its brightest future and in all probability is in its greatest period of
activity. During the protracted meeting in August of
this year the membership was almost doubled. At most
of the meetings of the church the attendance exceeds the
number on the roll. No addition was made to the building until this year, and two have been made in less than
six months.
Neely's Bend is the home congregation of Andy T.
Ritchie, Sr., and Andy T. Ritchie, Jr., and both men work
with the church. Jeff Beck and Clyde Shacklett also
preach regularly. In addition to carrying on a systematic
effort to encourage the members and convert those who
are not Christians, the congregation makes regular contributions to an orphan home and three different men in
mission fields.
f

f

f

Record Not Complete
W. E. BRIGHTWELL

Few efforts are one hundred per cent successful. The
Lord seems to reserve that coveted goal for another world.
Some congregations failed to provide historical data; some
failed to provide a picture of their building; some prepared something, but there was a slip-up in delivery.
Orville Hamilton, a charter member of Green Street
congregation, prepared a sketch-it may arrive any min-

HOME FOR THE AGED
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ute, but it will be that many minutes too late. That
church started in the early nineties, an offspring of College Street, 1887; but David Lipscomb preached in that
section as early as 1857. Miss Martha Allen, who is now
one of the most cheerful guests of the Home for the Aged,
was a charter member. J. A. Harding was once an elder.
James Mead, who started Mead's Chapel, was an elder.
J. G. Allen and James Allen did much preaching there.
The former gave many years of his life to that congregation. I know Green Street is historical-did I not pound
for three years and four months upon a piece of wood
which had served the same use for David Lipscomb?
The brethren at Eighth Street decided it was too late to

JACKSON PARK CHURCH

get their sketch in-and having so decided, they were too
late! There were only three other congregations in Nashville when old Spruce Street started. J. W. Shepherd recalls preaching there in the fall of 1887, while the house
was in process of being erected. The name of the thoroughfare was changed to Eighth Avenue, North.
C. E. W. Dorris has preached for decades at Jo Johnston Avenue. He remembers preaching there first in 1892,
and thinks that was the year the work started.
Twenty-Second Avenue is a comparatively young congregation, but it sprang from the old Scovel Street Church,
which probably dates back to the late eighties.
LIPSCOMB HOME UTILIZED

In 1930, when new dormitories were erected on the campus of David Lipscomb College, the former David Lipscomb residence had been used for a dormitory. The
building was given to brethren who had but recently begun meeting on Otter Creek. They moved it, rearranged
it, and Otter Creek Church has met in it for worship-a
use that would no doubt be acceptable to its former owner.
More than two-thirds the congregations started in
Nashville have erected buildings. Congregations have
helped each other to build. Several have purchased residential property and remodeled it. Many first met in

RAINS AVENUE CHURCH

homes, store buildings, schoolhouses; one over a fire hall,
one in an abandoned depot. David Lipscomb College and
its predecessors has provided abode for thr ee congregations. Reid Avenue worships in the old chapel of the
Nashville Bible School; David Lipscomb College congre-
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gation has met for forty years in an upper room, the
Administration Building of the college, but is now planning to build; and Otter Creek received the David Lipscomb residence from the college for a church building.
What became of the sketches for Jackson Park and
Rains Avenue congregations? Gorman Avenue, Richland Creek, Edenwold, Fourth A venue, South, Pennsylvania Avenue, Ivy Point, Dickerson Road, and possibly
others within the area of Greater Nashville, failed to
report, or something happened that their report did not
arrive in time.
The Midland and Odessa (Texas) Churches broadcast
each Lord's day, 3 to 3:15P.M., over KRLH (1,420 kilocycles), Midland. Clarence C. Morgan, of Midland, and
James 0. Wilburn, of Odessa, alternate in the preaching.
I. D. Janney, St. Albans, W. Va., November 29: "The
meeting at Newport, N. C., closed November 19, with no
visible results. The brethren at Newport and Pike Road
are fine brethren to work with. Why not send a missionary, not a pastor, to Eastern North Carolina? I am
sure much good would be accomplished. I will return to
Newport the last of March. I will go t o Merrits Creek
next."
William S. Irvine, 140 Lincoln, Santa Cruz, Calif., November 12: "We had fine audiences at all services in Salinas again today. One was baptized last Lord's day. I
have never labored with a congregation where so large a
proportion of the membership attended all services. The
membership and the Lord's-day morning attendance have
increased about fifty per cent during the past several
months. The Lord's-day Bible study and midweek meeting
attendance have been practically trebled. With this cooperation and the Lord's continued help we expect to continue to grow."
J. Harvey Dykes, 138 South Kansas, Wichita, Kan.,
November 27: "Jesse F. Wiseman closed his third meeting with us at Mathewson and First last night. Three
were baptized and two restored. The attendance was decidedly large. We believe Brother Wiseman did us much
good. Beach Maple led the song service. The membership of the new church in the north part of Wichita has
grown to about eighty. The new building, which is the
basement unit, measures thirty-eight by fifty, and will be
ready for use next Sunday, at which time we will begin a
meeting there. The new congregation will be known by
its street address, which is Twentieth and Jackson."

Special Courses at Freed-Hardeman
Announced
Beginning January 9 and continuing till the 19th, therewill be given at Freed-Hardeman College, Henderson,
Tenn., the usual special courses of study for preachers
and others interested in the church. Two courses will be
given by H. Leo Boles-namely, "Christ and His Church"
and "Homiletics"; one by G. K. Wallace; and two by N.
B. Hardeman, "Biblical Geography" and "The Book of
Romans." There will also be an hour each day for general discussion of any subject agreed upon.
In addition to these regular courses, which will run
throughout the entire period, there will be several special
lectures at night as follows:
January 9, 10-B. C. Goodpasture, editor, Gospel Advocate, Nashville, Tenn., "The Glory of the Cross," "Religious Journalism."
January 11, 12-C. L . Wilkerson, Springfield, Mo.,
"Evangelism."
January 13, 14-G. A. Dunn, Dallas, Texas.
January 15, 16-C. D. Plum, Wheeling, W. Va., " God's
Place on Man's Program," "A Great Menace to Spir itual
Progress."
January 17, 18--John T. Lewis, Birmingham, Ala ..
"Finance of the Church," "The Spirit of Christ."
G. K. Wallace, Wichita, Kan., has been added to the
regular teaching staff this year because of his expert
knowledge of his subjects.
These courses have been very popular in the past, and
we expect a good interest and attendance the coming session.
There will be no charge for t uition, and good room and
board in private homes can be had f or $1 per day or less.
Churches would make a good investment to send their
preachers for these cou rses and pay all of their expeiL«es.
For further information, addr ess N. B. Hardeman. president, Freed-Har deman College. Henderson. Tenn.
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The Uniform Lesson-December 10, 1939
B. G. HOP E, Paragould, Ark.

Reactions to the Good News
INTRODUCTION

The teaching of Christ was extremely different from
the teaching of the times. Then, as now, any new doctrine, which necessitates a change in the thinking of the
people, will cause some disturbance and confusion. In
this movement directed by the Son of God, then, we might
expect the reaction to be unfavorable with many. It is
always difficult to get people away from old, established
customs and thoughts. It is almost impossible to influence the masses to turn away from old ideas and
standards of living and accept new ones. People in general are not in the right frame of mind to receive readily
a new doctrine which reflects somewhat u pon the old, accepted habits and customs. Christ said in John 16: 12:
"I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot
bear them now." One must be made to see the necessity
of changing his ideas before he will do so. As Christ's
teaching unfolded a spiritual kingdom, it was very difficult for the Jews to see that it was for their good t0
make a change. They were looking for a material kingdom which would wage a carnal warfare, as David did.
They could not understand how it could be of a spiritual
nature.
THE RECEPTION OF CHRIST'S TEACHING

Christ was a very popular teacher when he first began
to teach. Some followed because they received material
blessings-the sick were healed and the hungry were fed.
Others, no doubt, followed him to be with the masses.
People like to go with the crowd. But when his teaching
demanded that they change their conception about religion,
many became critical. Others ceased to follow on account of persecutions that had arisen. Jesus taught m
Luke 9: 57-62 that he had no earthly possessions to offer
his followers, and naturally this fact discouraged some.
When Christ began to criticize the formalism and traditions of the people, many who were disappointed in not
being materially blessed by the Savior joined the critics
in opposing him. The generation could not be pleased.
They criticized John for his manner of living; and when
Christ lived just the opposite type of life in relationship
to the people, they criticized him. The people were pictured by the Savior as two groups of children and each
group demanding that it have its way. It is not complimentary for adults to behave like children. Paul said:
"Quit ye like men."
CHRIST'S BEHAVIOR TOWARD H I S ENEMIES

The Lord condemned his critics, and especially those
who lived in the "cities wherein most of his mighty works
were done, because they repented not." He had performed
many miracles in Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum,
and because the inhabitants did not accept him as the
Christ he rebuked, upbraided them. Christ's criticisms
and rebukes were plain, but kind. It seemed that he
believed in calling names. He said: "Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works
had been done in Tyre and Sidon which were done in you,
they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and
ashes." This passage not only gives us Christ's attitude
toward those who are in error, but it teaches that we ar e
responsible for our opportunities. We need not expect
much mercy and tolerance if we live in a community
where the gospel is preached regularly. The attitude
manifested by Christ as described in the above passage
is but typical of him in every instance of a similar nature. In Matt. 23: 27 Christ said: "Woe unto you, scribes

and Pharisees, hypocrites!" Stephen seemed to have the
same disposition, for he said in Acts 7: 51, 52: "Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears." And again:
"Of whom ye have now become betrayers and murderers."
It is evident that Christ was courageous and taught his
apostles to be in the presence of the enemy. He preached
to the masses, rebuked his enemies in the severest terms,
and exhorted all to do right.
A PRAYER OF CHRIST

At the time Christ lived all good things seemed to come
by and through the upper class. The poor class of people were not recognized as promoters of any good thing.
The kings and potentates did not expect the masses to
contribute any worth-while thing to society. Neither did
they expect them to be favored with blessings equal to the
upper class. But the teaching of Christ was decidedly
different. In Matt. 11: 5 it is said: "The poor have the
gospel preached to them." And again it is stated: "The
common people heard him gladly." In verse 25 Christ is
not intending to leave the impression that he was glad
that the worldly-wise did not receive the things he taught,
but he was thankful that the humble, the babes, those
who were unknown socially and politically had been given
an opportunity to accept the good things of life. He
teaches in this passage that we must become as babes
in order to be taught. The worldly-wise are not teachable, the preaching of Christ to save man is foolishness to
them. (1 Cor. 1: 25-27.) The humble can rejoice that
Christ came to save them, and salvation depends only
upon obedience to his will.
CHRIST INVITES ALL, EVEN HIS ENEMIES

Christ's attitude toward his enemies was for the purpose of benefiting them. After having rebuked them and
warned them, he invited all to come unto him. He said:
"Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye
shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy and
my burden is light." This invitation was, and is, applicable to all men, because the sins of man had separated
between him and his God. Christ knew that man was
competent of making decisions, so he placed the responsibility on him. It is a universal invitation, and it would
mean universal salvation if it were universally accepted.
Christ did not imply that there were no burdens connected with following him, but comparatively his yoke is
easy. "The way of the transgressor is hard." The Lord
emphasized in this invitation the importance of learning
of him. Some had formed their conception of Christ from
information given by his enemies. He knew they would
get a different impression if they would come and learn of
h im, know him as he really was; so he said: "Learn of
me." The Master connected rest with his yoke. The
word "rest" has a deep meaning to most of the human
family. The person who is tired looks forward to the
close of the day when he can go to a material home to
enjoy the comforts prepared for him. The Christian is
encouraged to continue until the close of life bearing the
yoke of Christ because a rest is promised. This invitation should inspire all to a greater .service.
PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS

1. We should all be careful not to prejudicially reject

all new ideas without investigation. People must be willing to learn.
2. Our attitude toward error should be the same as
(Continued on page 1170)
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GOSPEL RADIO BROADCASTS
The following is a calendar of all the radio programs,
thus far reported, for the church of Christ. If the time is
other than Central Standard, please specify.
DAILY
Beaumont, Texas
KRIC 1420 k.c. 11:15 A.M.
Blytheville, Ark.
KLCN 1290 k.c. 12:15-12:30 P.M.
Del Rio, Texas
XERA
840 k.c.
5:30- 5:45P.M.
Del Rio, Texas
XERA
840 k.c. 11 :45-12:00 P.M.
Denton, Texas
KDNT 1420 k.c.
8:00- 8:15A.M.
Gladewater, Texas
KOCA 1210 k.c. 12:45- 1:00 P.M.
Henderson, Texas
KOCA 1210 k.e.
7:45- 8:00A.M.
Longview, Texas
KFRO 1370 k.c.
5:30- 5:45P.M.
Montgomery, Ala.
WSFA
10:15-10:30 A.M.
Nashville, Tenn.
WLAC 1470 k.c. 12:15-12:30 P.M.
Okmulgee, Okla.
KHBG 1210 k.c.
8:45A.M.
Paducah, Ky.
WPAD 1420 k.c.
9:45-10:00 A.M.
Sheffield, Ala.
WMSD 1420 k.c.
9:00- 9:30A.M.
Thomasville, Ga.
WPAX 1210 k.c. *10 :30-10:45 A.M.
DAILY EXCEPT MONDAY
Gadsden, Ala.
WJBY 1210 k.c.
7:45A.M.
DAILY EXCEPT SATURDAY
Decatur, Ala.
WMSL 1370 k.c.
1:45 P.M.
Henderson, Texas
KOCA 1220 k.c.
7:45A.M.
SUNDAY
Anderson, Ind.
WHBU 1210 k.c.
9:15- 9:45A.M.
Berkeley, Calif.
KRE 1370 k.c. t8:30- 9:00A.M.
Blytheville, Ark.
KLCN 1290 k.c.
2:30- 3:15P.M.
Brownsville, Texas
KGF 1500 k.c.
8:00- 8:30A.M.
Caldwell, Idaho
KFXD 1200 k.c. t3 :00- 3:30P.M.
Chattanooga, Tenn. WAPO 1420 k.c.
9:05- 9:35A.M.
Chicago, Ill.
WJJD 1130 k.c.
9:00A.M.
Dallas, Texas
WRR 1280 k.c.
7:00- 7:30A.M.
Dallas, Texas
WRR 1280 k.c.
8:30- 9:00A.M.
Dallas, Texas
KRLD 1040 k.c. 10:00-10:30 P.M.
Del Rio, Texas
XERA
840 k.c.
5:30- 5:45P.M.
Denton, Texas
KDNT 1420 k.c. 10:50-11 :45 A.M.
Gadsden, Ala.
WJBY 1210 k.c.
1:15 P.M.
Gladewater, Texas
KOCA 1210 k.c. 12:30- 1:00 P.M.
Henderson, Texas
KOCA 1220 k.c.
8:15A.M.
Henderson, Texas
KOCA 1210 k.c.
8:15- 8:30A.M.
Indianapolis, Ind.
WIRE 1400 k.c.
8:30- 9:00A.M.
Jonesboro, Ark.
KBTM 1200 k.c.
1:30- 2:15P.M.
Knoxville, Tenn.
WROL 1310 k.c.
9:15A.M.
Lexington, Ky.
WLAP 1420 k.c.
8:30A.M.
KARK
890 k.c.
7:15- 8:00A.M.
Little Rock, Ark.
Longview, Texas
KFRO 1370 k.c.
7:30- 8:00A.M.
Los Angeles, Calif. KFVD 1000 k.c. t8:30- 9:00A.M.
Lubbock, Texas
KFYO 1310 k.c.
8:15A.M.
3:00- 3:15P.M.
Midland, Texas
KRLH 1420 k.c.
7:45- 8:00A.M.
Montgomery, Ala.
WSFA
9:15- 9:30A.M.
Muskogee, Okla.
KBIX 1500 k.c.

Would Plant Cause in Mexico
PEDRO R. RIVAS
Galeana 215 Norte, Torreon, Coah., Mexico
I must introduce myself. I am a graduate of FreedHardeman College, Henderson, Tenn., exmember of the
young preachers' class of 1932.
For a period of six years I have been teaching in the
public schools of this city in which I now live, trying to
form a clearer understanding of the Mexican people, in
order to be able to interpret their aims and national ideals.
Thus far, I believe, I have succeeded along these lines;
but this is not my whole plan, but rather look for the occasion most propitious to start the preaching of the gospel
under the auspices of God Almighty. Lately I met John
F. Wolfe, 3611 Monroe Avenue, El Paso, Texas, who is
personally well known among the brotherhood in Texas,
and we decided to work towards the establishment of the
church of Christ in this country.
We readily recognized that this work is indeed superior
to our own efforts and means, but we thought there were
so many lovers of truth and so many congregations desirous to help in the advancement of the kingdom of God
that we did not hesitate to pledge our faith and courage
to develop the Christian ideals among this nation, beginning our work in this place-one of the largest in Northern Mexico--with the aim of serving the Lord more perfectly.
Although Mexico lies at the very threshold of the United
States, it seems rather peculiar that the churches of Christ
in the United States never have taken an active interest

WLAC 1470 k.c.
Nashville, Tenn.
WLAC 1470 k.c.
Nashville, -Tenn.
KHBG 1210 k.c.
Okmulgee, Okla.
KNET 1420 k.c.
Palestine, Texas
KPLT 1500 k.c.
Paris, Texas
Parkersburg, W. Va. WPAR 1400 k.c.
Poplar Bluff, Mo.
KWOC 1320 k.c.
San Antonio, Texas WOAI 1190 k.c.
KSRO 1310 k.c.
Santa Rosa, Calif.
KLRA 1390 k.c.
Searcy, Ark.
WMSD 1420 k.c.
Sheffield, Ala.
WMSD 1420 k.c.
Sheffield, Ala.
KWKH 1100 k.c.
Shreveport, La.
St. Catharines, Ont.
CKJB 1200 k.c.
KXOX 1250 k.c.
St. Louis, Mo.
KTEM 1370 k.c.
Temple, Texas
Texarkana, Texas
KCMC 1420 k.c.
KTUL 1400 k.c.
Tulsa, Okla.
Tuscaloosa, Ala.
WJRD 1200 k.c.
KHUB
Watsonville, Calif.
MONDAY
WSLI 1420 k.c.
Jackson, Miss.
WROL 1310 k.c.
Knoxville, Tenn.
St. Catharines, Can. CKTB 1200 k.c.
TUESDAY
Anniston, Ala.
WHMA 1420 k.c.
WROL 1310 k.c.
Knoxville, Tenn.
WPAY 1370 k.c.
Portsmouth, Ohio
WRGA 1500 k.c.
Rome, Ga.
WWVA 1160 k.c.
Wheeling, W.Va.
WEDNESDAY
Birmingham, Ala.
WAPI 1140 k.c.
WROL 1310 k.c.
Knoxville, Tenn.
WALA 1380 k.c.
Mobile, Ala.
WMPS 1430 k.c.
Memphis, Tenn.

11:00-12:00 A.M.
6:00- 6:30P.M.
12:45 P.M.
8:30- 8:45A.M.
8:00- 8:30A.M.
*7:00P.M.
8:00- 8:45 A.M.
8:45- 9:00A.M.
t9:15 A.M.
4:30P.M.
8:15- 8:45A.M.
11:00-12:00 A.M.
8:30- 9:00A.M.
*1:45 P.M.
8:30- 9:00A.M.
8:00- 8:30A.M.
7:15- 8:00P.M.
9:00- 9:15A.M.
11:00-12:00 A.M.
1:00- 1:15 P.M.
8:10- 8:30P.M.
10:00 A.M.
8:15P.M.
6:30- 6:45P.M.
10:00 A.M.
3:15- 3:30P.M.
7:00- 7:30P.M.
*5:30- 5:45P.M.
2:00P.M.
10:00 A.M.
4:45- 5:00P.M.
1:30- 1:45 P.M.

THURSDAY
WAPI 1140 k.c.
2:00P.M.
3:15- 3:30P.M.
WPAY 1370 k.c.
2:30- 2:45P.M.
WJRD 1200 k.c.
WWVA 1160 k.c. *5 :30- 5:45P.M.
FRIDAY
WAPI 1140 k.c.
Birmingham, Ala.
2:00P.M.
WLAC 1470 k.c.
5:00- 5:15P.M.
Nashville, 'l'enn.
SATURDAY
WAPI 1140 k.c.
1:15 P.M.
Birmingham, Ala.
wcos 1370 k.c. *8:30A.M.
Columbia, S. c.
WLAC 1470 k.c.
5:30- 6:00P.M.
Nashville, Tenn.
KOL 1270 k.c.
8:15A.M.
Seattle, Wash.
Williamson, W.Va. WBTH
*1 :00- 2:00P.M.
(Central Standard Time unless specified.)
*Eastern Standard Time. tPaeifie Standard Time.
Birmingham, Ala.
Portsmouth, Ohio
Tuscaloosa, Ala.
Wheeling, W. Va.

towards the evangelization of its people. We have sent
missionaries to the faraway Asiatic and African nations,
but beyond the Rio Grande our interest has always been
nil. Now, brethren, that conditions in other continents
seem to be waxing worse; now that the old prejudices are
bound to vanish away, why not help in the cause of the
Master in this neighboring land? Past and current history is not at all impartial; hatred and animosities between nations sometimes arise from the lack of understanding and knowledge of actual events.
I am making this appeal to you, brethren, because I
think we can and will do our part. Why is the Christian spirit dead within our hearts? Have we not compassion for twenty million people suffering of moral and
spiritual maladies? Some churches and individuals in
Texas have contributed a modest sum, but this should be
increased if we consider it is worthy to contribute with
our means to the solid foundation of the work. Under
these circumstances I can only put in part of my time;
I have to hustle to support my family. So let the brethren give a little attention to this matter and in a candid
manner resolve what course needs to be taken. We will
appreciate any kind of cooperation, whether it should be
·
financial, moral, or spiritual.
Those that may be interested in helping us may send
in their contributions to C. L. Duncan, 2930 Altura Boulevard, El Paso, Texas.

---------------------

w. J. Franklin, Bastrop, La., November 27: "Four have
been baptized recently in the work in West Bastrop.
Large crowds attend all services, four services a week.
We are worshiping in the new building."
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E. W. Anderson, Lawton, Okla., December 2: "There
have been nine additions here recently-seven baptized
and two restored. We are thankful to God for these."
R. T. Towery, Sinton, Texas, November 25: "The work
of the church at Sinton could be better. However, we
are thankful for the good being done and the interest
shown. Since November 1 there have been five baptisms
and four placed membership."
Floyd Thompson, Birch and Fairview, Santa Ana,
Calif., November 30: "I have almost completed my fifth
year with this fine congregation. I am enjoying the work,
and the interest is growing continually. We plan to have
Foy Wallace, Jr., for a meeting next spring."
C. L. Wilkerson, 155 East Main Street, Henderson,
Tenn., November 30: "The meeting at Maysville, Okla.,
closed last Sunday night, with seven baptized and one retored. The interest was good. I began at Isabel, Kan.,
last Monday night. This is my last and twenty-first meeting for this year."
Thomas McDonald, Box 771, Borger, Texas, December
1 : " Two placed membership, two were restored, and one
was baptized in Borger this week. I am to begin a meeting with the Francis Avenue congregation, in Pampa,
Lord's-day morning. D. W. Nichol is now serving as local
preacher with this faithful congregation."
Clyde P. Findlay, 606 East Eighth, Winfield, Kan., No>ember 30: "Two more were baptized and one placed membership since our meeting closed, making a total of twelve
additions during November. Good interest is shown in
our men's Thursday-evening class. We are studying Overby's book, 'The Church.' Visitors are always welcome.
The outlook here is very good.''
B. L. Douthitt closed a meeting at Martin, Tenn., November 17, with six baptized and one restored. James R.
Greer, who labors with the congregation, led the singing
for the meeting. Through the loud-speaker facilities of
a Martin merchant, who is a member of the church, the
ermons could be heard for a radius of a mile and a half
around Martin.
Eugene White, 1515 West Alhambra Road, Alhambra,
Calif., November 29: "Progress in Alhambra is consistent.
While the attendance has been much reduced, due to the
establishment of new congregations near here, at present
it is on the increase. Some difficulties which have existed
for several years have been settled, and prospects for the
future seem to be much better. Three placed membership
last Sunday, making a total of thirteen in recent weeks.''
H. A. Wimbish, 1129 Rialto Avenue, San Bernardino,
Ca lif., November 24: "We have recently conducted a very
fi ne meeting, in which Roy H. Lanier did the preaching.
Direct results of the meeting were fourteen baptisms, one
r estoration, and one from the Christian Church. Many
sectarians ·heard the gospel and the church was edified.
The church was highly pleased with Brother Lanier's
work, and has invited him to return next fall for a longer
meeting to be held in some downtown location.''
W. F. Parks, care Harding College, Searcy, Ark., November 25: "Since January 1, I have been laboring with
congregations in Ohio, West Virginia, Kentucky, Arkansas, and Missouri. There were one hundred twelve baptized, seventy-four restored. During this school year I am
working with the church at Kensett, Ark. On the second
Sunday of December I will speak at Holland, Mo., morning and evening, and over the radio at 2:30 P.M. in
Blytheville, Ark.''
Denton M. Neal, Box 117, Blytheville, Ark., December
2: "The first twelve days of last month Frank Puckett
was with us in a meeting. Throughout the meeting he
discussed Bible and church history. He presents his lessons forcefully and uncompromisingly. Although our
crowds were not what they should have been, the church
was helped wonderfully. One was baptized. Since then
two have confessed unfaithfulness and come back to fellowship in the work and worship of the church. We continue to grow slowly, but we trust substantially. The
interest in our daily radio program continues to grow.''
LIKES ALABAMA

Claude McClung, 941 Marion Street, Fort Worth, Texas,
--ovember 27 : " I have just returned from conducting two
meetings in Ala bama, at Auburn and Selma. Carl Spain
is doing a splendid work at Auburn.
This church has
grown from a small beginning four years ago to above two
hundred members, and has its $5,000 church home paid for.
The brethren are now planning on spending an additional
~7.000 or more to take care of the .growing membership.
Selma is doing a good work, assisted· by J. S. Turner. I
was born in Alabama and like the Alabama people.''

Dan J. Ottinger, Batesville, Ark., November 26: "Since
closing my fall meetings I have preached at Hugo, Okla.;
Leachville, Friendly Elm, Melbourne, Bethesda, and Antioch, all in Arkansas. I am preaching monthly at the
last two places, they being close by. I am serving as the
principal of a public school. My 1940 schedule is: Fort
Towson, Okla., first half of May; Freeport, Ill., June; and
latter half of July, near Mammoth Spring, Ark. I desire
an Oklahoma meeting for May and a northern meeting for
July.''
R. Ervin Driskill, 955 North Custer Street, Sheridan,
Wyo., November 25: "The work at Sheridan moves along
slowly. I was with the brethren at Billings, Mont., last
Lord's day. One man and his wife drove one hundred
twenty-five miles from Cody, Wyo., to attend the services.
At the night service he made the good confession, and was
baptized the following evening. Brother Bunn, of Washington State, had been in a two weeks' meeting in Powell,
Wyo., and came by Billings and spoke on Monday night.
At the invitation of the Lord, an elderly man made the
confession, and the wife of the man who had made the
confession on Lord's-day evening made acknowledgments
of wrongs. Both men were baptized on Monday night.
Austin Matheny, of Recluse, Wyo., will lead the singing
and I will do the preaching in a meeting at Billings, possibly beginning Monday week. I have received several
encouraging letters from the South regarding the work
here, and some have responded to my request for gospel
literature. We can still use more good papers and tracts
in this work. Brother Bunn baptized four grown people
in the Powell meeting.''
CORRECTION

In the report recently of a debate between R. L. Huffman and Ariel West it was said: "He said that I was the
fairest man he had ever met in debate. He said this is
his last speech." It should have read: " He said this in
his last speech.''
MOLINE (ILL.) WORK GROWS

P. Harmon, Route 3, and H. J. Criner, 1301 Bridge Avenue, Davenport, Iowa: "S. W. Baker, Burlington, Iowa,
has conducted some good meetings this year, including
one at Hazel Dell, Ky., with nine baptized; another at
Puxico, Mo. , with seven baptized, eight restored. The
church building in Burlington has recently been remodeled and painted. The church established a t Moline, Ill.,
by the Burlington congregation has accomplished a good
work and is forging ahead. Meetings are being conducted
in Moline at the corner of Fourth Avenue and Third
Street. They have good leadership in the Moline Church,
and would like to contact any brethren living in that
locality who do not know about the work, and would appreciate all brethren passing that way to visit them.''
GET-ACQUAINTED MEETING

Le Moine G. Lewis, 611 Twenty-Sixth Street, Snyder,
Texas: "We recently enjoyed a fine meeting here, which
we called a get-acquainted meeting. Each night for a week
we were hosts to a neighboring congregation and its
preacher. The visiting congregations were: Fluvanna,
with Oscar Smith, Jr., of Cooper, Texas; Leonard Bankhead and the Colorado City congregation; S. L. Williams
and the Roscoe congregation; J. P. Crenshaw and the
Sweetwater congregation, also two quartets and the young
people's chorus; D. Lee Hukel and the Rotan Church; J.
H. Miles and the Spur congregation. We are looking forward to our December meeting, in which Harold Thomas,
of the Northside congregation, Fort Worth, Texas, will
preach, December 3 to 16. I am to go to Northside for a
return meeting next summer."

Reactions to the Good News
(Concluded from page 1168)
Christ's. When it is necessary we should be pointed in
our criticism. Names may even be called effectively.
3. We have opportunities today that are superior to
any age. We will be held responsible for the way we u~e
them. Most of us need not expect much mercy as a result of ignorance. There is no need for us to be ignorant.
4. Those of us who make up the "common people" should
be glad and thankful that the gospel has been revealed t o
us. The humblest character is as precious in the sight of
God as a king.
5. All nations are invited t o come unto Christ. We
learn of him through his word. Therefore, it is necessary to study in order to know of Christ. As we lear n
more of him, we will desire to be mor e like him.
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CHRISTIAN PREACHER COMES

C. A. Norred, Fort Worth, Texas, November 27:
"In our services at Southside Church yesterday, W.
S. Willis, who one week ago resigned as pastor of the
Riverside Christian Church, one of the well-known
Christian Churches of Fort Worth, came forward.
In some conferences before this action he declared
that he was unwilling to be responsible for any
longer association with the Christian Church. He
asked for no promises or assurances. He is a man
in middle life, and has had much experience as a
preacher. For what he explained as good reasons
he was baptized last night. He is making a clean
beginning in what he hopes may be an extended
experience in pleading for the simple New Testament
order. He will issue a statement soon."

Thomas Campbell, Forsan, Texas, November 27: "Two
young men were baptized into Christ here this past Lord's
day."
Boyd D. Fanning, 716 Wheeling Avenue, Glendale, W.
Va., November 27: "Another Baptist obeyed the gospel
at Moundsville yesterday; also two more backsliders were
restored. Attendance and interest are fine."
Leonard Bankhead, Box 1049, Colorado City, Texas,
November 27: "D. Lee Hukel closed a short meeting here
last night, with two baptisms and one restoration. He is
a very capable preacher, and the brethren were well
pleased with his services."
N. W. Clinger, 3240 West Alameda, Denver, Colo., November 28: "One was baptized at the West Cedar congregation here Sunday. I have been laboring with this small
group since the middle of August. They are a very loyal
group of Christians."
G. K. Wallace, 944 Perry, Wichita, Kan., November 27:
"I recently closed a meeting at Belcherville, Texas, with
six baptisms. This meeting made fourteen meetings and
one debate that I have held since late spring. I preached
from one to four times almost every day."
Jack McElroy, Nashville, Tenn., November 30: "I am
in the midst of a good meeting at Livingston, Tenn., with
an exceptional interest. Three have been baptized and
one has been restored to date. Kirk Blankenship labors
with the church here."
Jimmie Tolle, 667 Avenue B, S. W., Winter Haven ,
Fla.: "I began a tent meeting in Bartow, Fla., yesterday,
November 26. This work is being supported by the
churches in Lakeland and Winter Haven. Just a handful
of faithful Christians worship regularly in Bartow. The
prospects appear to be fair at the present."
A. W. Johnson, 2532 Virginia Avenue, Shreveport, La.,
November 29: "Our forces at Portland Avenue were increased Sunday by the addition of four, one by baptism.
We also baptized a lady Sunday as a result of a short
mission meeting at Mooringsport, La. We are attempting
to assist the twelve or fourteen members in and near
Mooringsport to begin regular worship services."
Thomas McDonald, Box 771, Borger, Texas: "I understand that there is no congregation at Trinidad, Colo.
Sister McQueen has moved there, and would like to contact members of the church. Her desire is to help establish a congregation. If you know of members at that
place, please write, or have them contact, Sister McQueen,
210 North Commercial Street, Trinidad, Colo."
A. G. Hobbs, Jr., Monahans, Texas, November 27: "W.
S. Boyett, of Sanderson, closed a meeting here last night.
Eighteen responded to the invitation-five were baptized,
two placed membership, one came from the Christian
Church, and the others were confessions of sins. Brother
Boyett is sound in his preaching and clean in manner of
life."
Lyle Bonner, Box 126, Kellerville, Texas, November 27:
"There was one baptism and one restoration here during
the last week. Our work seems to be growing in all departments. Sunday-morning attendance is more than one
hundred fifty per cent of the total membership. Our fall
meeting begins Sunday, December 3, to continue for ten
days. The writer is to do the preaching."
Frank Cope, Jr., Box 342, St. Albans, W.Va.: "I have
just recently closed a meeting with the congregation here.
Fourteen were baptized and two reclaimed. Almost all
who responded to the gosple were members of the denominations. I am to continue the work with the church here
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for some time. The future of the congregation is very
bright. All of the people seem to have a mind to wor k."
Homer A. Daniel, Daniels Landing, Tenn., November
27: "I preached at my regular appointment yesterday at
Beardstown, and in the afternoon at Cane Creek Schoolhouse, at which place we had one restoration. Brethren,
let us all pray for the continued success of the Gospel Advocate and of all gospel ministers who are striving f or
the cause."
J. L. Calvert, 412 North N Street, Muskogee, Okla.,
November 30: "On December 6 I will begin my eighth
and last meeting for the year 1939. It will be with the
church in Wagoner, Okla. After this meeting I will be
back with the congregation here at C and Kankakee, in
Muskogee, where we are enjoying a fine work and seeing
the church grow steadily from month to month. When
you come this way, stop and worship with us at C and
Kankakee Streets."
J. K. Bentley, Arp, Texas, November 28: "I am in my
sixth year here. This has been pioneer work, the church
having grown from twelve members to about seventy-five
at present, with a nice house of worship fully paid for.
Our effort among the colored people last spring resulted
in about seventy-five conversions. We have just completed
a nice building for them, forty-eight by thirty-two feet,
and the first service was conducted in the new building
last Lord's day. I believe with our continued oversight
it will develop into a strong church."
John A. Klingman, Battle Hill Sanatorium, Atlanta,
Ga., December 1: "Last Tuesday I baptized another patient of this institution. This man became very much
interested in my Sunday evening Bible classes; and though
he took the thirty-second degree of Masonry, he said that
he had never studied the Bible to any extent. I told him
to read the New Testament first, and when he got half
through with Acts, after reading the Gospels, he said that
he felt that he knew enough to become a Christian. I
rejoice that I can do a little good in the kingdom under
these circumstances."
Fred B. Walker, Macclenny, Fla., November 28: "We
just closed out a two weeks' meeting with local forces,
except for one night, when Gilbert Shaffer, of Jacksonville, gave us a splendid sermon. We had moderately
good crowds, despite competition, and five were baptized
into Christ. The church here is in the best condition I
have ever seen it, and we are hoping for great gains to
be made. Our contribution runs about seventy cents
per person present each Sunday morning. I shall be in
Lakeland some this week to perform the wedding ceremony
for my sister, Mayme Walker, of Atlanta, Ga. I heard
Paul English (colored) in Jacksonville last night in a
wonderful message."
B. W. Copeland, 2218 North Twenty-Second Street,
Phrenix, Ariz., November 28: "We have just completed
a very profitable meeting at the new congregation in
Phrenix known as the Whittier Church. M. Lloyd Smith
did the preaching, being sent to us by the Highland Avenue congregation, of Abilene, Texas, where Homer Hailey
is minister. The teaching was primarily to the church,
at our request, but there were five baptisms and three
restorations in addition to much good done for the membership. The Fifth Street and McKinley congregation
allowed us the use of its building during the week, since
we cannot use the school building except on Sundays.
This is the congregation where Roscoe Nottingham is
minister, and these good people cooperated with us in a
splendid way by their attendance and by furnishing song
leaders. Many outsiders came, and we feel that much
good was done for the community. We greatly appreciated Brother Smith's attitude and work."
Fred E. Dennis, Marietta, Ohio, December 1: "Fine attendance and interest characterized the meeting at Pine
Grove, W. Va. Surrounding congregations cooperated nobly. When I was there before I preached in a little storeroom, but since then the brethren have bought a little
meetinghouse and have it in real nice shape. There were
sixteen additions to the congregation-nine baptized and
seven restored. About half the number were from the
Christian Church. I baptized one man eighty-seven year s
old. One of his sons and entire family came into the
church. All of the additions were men and women except
three. The meeting should have continued, but my
crowded schedule would not permit. I was away from
the meeting one night, being called to East Fultonham,
Ohio, for a funeral. I heard Foy E. Wallace, Jr., in a
masterful sermon last night at Parkersburg, W. Va. I
shall begin at Uhrichsville, Ohio, December 3; and will be
at Belpre, December 24; and at Bremen, December 31."
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Charles E. Ballance, Oaktown, Ind.: "J. H. Allen, of
Prairie Creek, Ind., recently conducted an interesting meeting here. He is a man of ability, a go.od speaker, knowing what to say and when to stop, and his conduct becomes
a minister of the gospel."
H. D. Jeffcoat, Brownsville, Texas, November 24: "A
wife was baptized a few weeks ago, and tomorrow night
the husband is to be baptized. I am to assist in some
meetings in Misssisippi next summer. As long as I am
able I want to help in my home State. The work goes well
here."
Paul F. Edwards, 1127 Quintard Avenue, Anniston,
Ala., November 29: "The work here moves along in a fine
way. Last Lord's day two men were baptized and one
lady came from the Christian Church. Our radio program
gets fine results. Broadcasts may be heard each Tuesday
evening from 6:30 to 6:45 o'clock over station WHMA,
Anniston. Plans are being laid for a splendid work for
1940."
T. Q. Martin, McMinnville, Tenn., November 30: "I
closed a meeting of nine days' duration at Morrison, Tenn.,
Tuesday night, November 28. The audiences were not
large. I preached the truth in love and pleaded for a
closer walk with God. There was one confession the last
night, the baptism taking place here last night at prayer
meeting. We had two confessions and baptisms at the
close of prayer meeting. The past three months have
been the busiest with me for several years. God has abundantly blessed me."
MILLSTONE PLANS TO BUILD

J. M. Cochran, Graysville, Ohio, November 30: "I recently visited the congregation at Millstone, W. Va. The
brethren are planning to build. If and when they build,
it will be the first meetinghouse ever erected by our brethren in Calhoun County."
WELLS AT CUSHING

G. A. Wells, Cushing, Okla., December 2: "I have located
for a while with the church in Cushing. The congregation has completed the appointment of officers and secured
a nice building in which to meet for the coming year.
We would like to contact members in reach of Cushing
who are not attending services, and invite all who come
this way to worship with us."
HE Is THANKFUL
Thomas E. Milholland, 5641 Richmond Avenue, Dallas,
Texas, November 28: "The work at Highland Park, corner
of Cole and Hester, is doing well. One young man placed
membership last Lord's day, and one who had been a Baptist confessed Christ and will be baptized Wednesday evening. The congregation is preparing to build a large
house in which to worship. I have much for which to be
thankful, being healthy, hearty, happy, and very busy."
Two THANKSGIVINGS

W. A. Cameron, 4761 First Avenue, North, St. Petersburg, Fla., December 1: "Florida had two Thanksgivingsone by proclamation of the President and the other by the
Governor. The Disston Avenue and Ninth Avenue congregations, so that no partiality be shown, observed both.
On November 23 we met in a union service at Ninth Avenue, and on the 30th we met in a like service at Disston
Avenue. The work at Disston Avenue is prospering, with
attendance increasing at all services. Three were baptized last Sunday evening."
VISITS BOLES HOME

Irvin B. McFadin, Box 355, McKinney, Texas, December 1: "I visited Boles Orphan Home yesterday. I never
enjoyed a day more. Brother and Sister Nelson are doing a great work. Everything is in fine condition. They
are in need of another dormitory. Let us assist in carrying out this phase of the mission of the church. The
work here continues to be pleasant and profitable."
Lindsay Allen, Decatur, Ala., December 1: "The work
here moves along at a good pace. Last Sunday morning
we had the largest regular attendance since my coming
here more than two years ago. Six have been baptized,
one restored, and some have placed membership recently.
We have a young men's training class on Friday nights
that is doing well. All in all, the prospects are bright for
the work here."

Brother Srygley at Home
F. B. Srygley, after spending some weeks in Protestant
Hospital, has been remove~ to his home, 1710 Beechwood
Avenue. His condition is improving slowly.
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Clay Pullias preached at Charlotte Avenue Church, in
Nashville, last Lord's day. There were five hundred three
in the Bible classes.
Herbert Love, Box 505, Farmersville, Texas, November
15: "I am now teaching here in the public school and
preaching on Sundays, having appointments for each
Sunday at Floyd, Valdosta, and Princeton. Much good
is being accomplished."
F. A. Bailey, Station A, Bakersfield, Calif., November
31 : "I began regular work for the church at McGuanden
Hall the second Lord's day in November. Interest and
attendance have been good. Two were baptized last
Lord's day."
Roy L. Smith, Okemah, Okla., November 22: "Five have
responded recently here-three restored (one of these renounced the errors of the Christian Church) and two
placed membership. Our attendance is gradually increasing, and the brethren seem to be encouraged over the
progress that is being made. I am in my second year's
work with this congregation."
F. B. Shepherd, Bryan, Texas, November 22: "The
Bryan Church is in the midst of an eight days' meeting,
with Ernest C. Coffman, of Houston, doing the preaching.
He is doing a fine work, and the church is enjoying it
immensely. Four have been immersed to date. This
makes three meetings for Bryan this year for the whites
and one we conducted for the colored. I believe it has
helped the work here greatly to have three meetings,
though two of them have been short. We have had baptisms in all."
Halley Smith, Bremen, Ohio, December 4: "The new
congregation at Bremen is pressing forward in the work
of the Lord. One erring brother was recently added to
the congregation. He had neglected his duty for several
years. I just closed a short meeting at Rushville, Ohio.
This is a small congregation, but fine interest was manifested in the meeting. Fred Dennis will preach at Bremen the 31st of this month, and H. M. Phillips is to hold
a meeting here, beginning the first Lord's day in May,
1940. I hope to be able to devote my full time to the
preaching of the gospel after the first of June, 1940."
REVIEWS MEETING WORK

John McCleskey, Parrish, Ala., November 27: "G. A.
Dunn, Sr., closed a good meeting here on the first Sunday
night of this month. Three were baptized and three were
restored. I closed my protracted meeting work just prior
to this meeting. My meetings were as follows: Townley, Ala., one week, with one Baptist lady baptized; Oakman, eleven days, no additions; Dora, twelve days, eleven
baptized; Cordova, one week, twelve baptized; Corinth,
seven baptisms, three restored; Mount Hope, one baptized; Earnest Chapel, no additions; Gorgas, two baptized, one restored; Deason Hill, one restored; Oak Grove,
one baptized. The last-named meetings were for one week
each. The meetings, with the exceptions of Oakman and
Cordova, were with weak congregations and mission
points. The church here and at Zion, with whom I labor,
enabled me to do this work. The work here is moving
along in a very good way. There have been sixty-seven
baptized, with several restorations, in the last year. I will
continue to work half time with the congregation here."
YOUNT AT SAN JOSE

Billy G. Yount, 233 South Eleventh, San Jose, Calif.: "I
moved here from Porterville, Calif., November 1. San
Jose is a city of 125,000 people, very religious, mostly
Catholic. We have about fifty-five to sixty members.
They are very enthusiastic and mission-minded. There is
a large Christian Church here, but some of their members
are dissatisfied with the soft, modernistic preaching they
receive. Last Thursday I spoke in the chapel exercises
of the San Jose Bible school operated by the Christian
Church. H. L. Jessup, head of the school and the minister, turned the service into a discussion of instrumental
music in the worship. I learned that 'H. Leo Boles is
the head of your church, with headquarters in Washington, D. C.' Sunday evening a young woman was baptized and her husband was restored. He is the son of
Brother Gabbard, of Fayetteville, Ark. We are planning
to have our own building by January 1, and also equipment for producing literature for distribution. Please,
without fail, send the names and addresses of members
or others we might interest in the work.''

The Sum Total
Two hundred ninety-five baptisms are reported in the
news this week.
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LADIES'-MEN'S HOSIERY
Five pairs Ladies' Chardonize Hose, $1.00,
postpaid. 1940 catalogue ready. Write
for one. L. S. SALES CO., Asheboro, N.C.
Dear Reader: Do you want to quit the
tobacco habit? I have a most wonderful
recipe for a simple, harmless herb remedy
that stops ALL craving for tobacco that I
want EVERY tobacco user to have. It has
helped thousands of people to rid themselves of the filthy tobacco habit. Just
write me a postal card and I will be glad
to tell you all about it and how you can
get it free. Your brother in Christ, LOOMIS
0. HINTON, Spencer, Ind.
-Adv.

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

NEW YORK CITY

CHURCH OF CHRIST

MANHATTAN CHURCH OF CHRIST

Snenty-Second and CorneD AYenue
Bible Clauea, 10 A.M.
Worahlp and Preachin8, II A.M. and 8 P.M.

239 Weat Sixty-Ninth Street
Sunday Services:
10:15 A.M.-Bible Claaaea.
ll:OO A.M.Preaching. ll:45 A.M--Communion Senice
Minster: A. Kay Gardner
413 LiYingaton HaU, Columbia UniYenity

Write
RALPH WILBURN
7431 Paston AYenue, Chica11o, 01.
Telephone R-.ent &&62

NORTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
4332 Noctb Kedzio Avenue. Fratecnity Temple
Bible Stuo:ly-10 A.M. and 6 :45P.M.
Communion an<! Proacbing-11 A.H. and 8 P . M
Edward ]. Craddock, Eungeliot
1725 Wil.on Annue
Phone, Lungbeacb 8360

........................................

SUBSCRIBE TO THE
GOSPEL ADVOCATE
$2.00 PER YEAR
......................................... . .

r ll•rustrat~·d CatalOf

INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CO.

Room 313 1701•1705 Chestnut Street. Philadelphia.llo.

(E.burrl)hituu
Work of the Highest Quality
At Reasonable Prices
Write for Catalogue

BUDDE & WEIS MFG. CO.
JACKSON, TENNESSEE

Order Your.

• •

Supply Now
GOSPEL ADVOCATE SERIES

Annual Lesson
Commentary
Is Now Ready for 1940

W. A.WILDE

co. Z'lfl.'
8

CHURCH OF CHRIST
NORFOLK, VA.
Meeting at Navy Y.M.C.A. Social Hall
Phone 21268

LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY
CHURCH OF CHRIST
East Main Street at Woodland Avenue
Services Every Lord's Day
Bible Study 2:00 P.M.
Worship and Sermon 3:00 P.M.
Church Phone 300 1X

A.A.A.A.A.A.A..A444A..A

SEND US A NEW SUBSCRIBER

.......................................

The ANNUAL LESSON CoMMENTARY, edited by R. L. Whiteside, covering the Improved Uniform Series of International
Bible Lessons for the entire year of 1940
in hook form, is now being placed in the
mails.
Thousands use this most useful work in
their Bible class work. All lessons for
the four quarters are incorporated in one
hound volume at 95 cents the single copy,
or five or more copies to one address at
85 cents each, postpaid.
The commentary contains 295 pages and
is bound in cloth.
Now is the time to order to start this
study with the New Year.

Order from

GOSPEL ADVOCATE COMPANY
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE
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OPPORTUNITIES
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SERVICE
and

for BLESSING

The GosPEL ADvoCATE-a twenty-four-page religious periodi·
cal (weekly), on high-grade paper, with good, readable type,
containing news from every field and work, and with gospel
articles unsurpassed! SUBSCRIBE NOW!
Send us TWO subscriptions
Rates: $2.00 a year;
to the GosPEL ADvoCATE at
Canada and Foreign,
$2.00 each-ONE MUST
$2.50. In clubs of five
BE NEW-and we will
or more, sent in at the
send to you, as a premium,
same time-$1.50 each.
postpaid, your choice of
Canada and Foreign,
these home and study vol$2.00.
umes:
Send us TEN subscriptions
1. BIBLE No. 1006-boldto the GosPEL AnvocA TE at
face type, pronouncing, ilthe club rate, $1.50 each,
lustrated, King James verwith at least THREE NEW
sion, aids to Bible study,
divinity circuit binding.
names included, and, as a
token of our appreciation,
2. TULSA LECTURESwe will send to you the
a clothbound book of well
The GosPEL ADVOCATE one
prepared addresses by rep·
GosPEL ADvoCATE one year
year and your choice of any
resentative speakers of the
complimentary.
two of the following magachurch on problems, possizines for $2. 75; any three
bilities, the weakness and
Send us TWENTY at the
magazines and GosPEL Anthe strength of the church.
club rate, $1.50 each, and
VOCATE, $3.00; or select
These subscriptions must be
four and send us $3.25.
we will add to your com·
sent in at the same time.
American Boy, 8 months.
plimentary subscription a
American Girl, 8 months.
copy of the Commentary on
Better Homes & Garden,
Acts, by David Lipscomb.
1 year.
Home
Arts-Needlecraft, 2
These must be sent in in
years.
groups of not less than ten
Household Magazine, 2 yrs.
subscriptions
at a time.
McCall's Magazine, 1 year.
The GosPEL ADVOCATEOpen Road for Boys, 16
established in 1855. An
months.
enviable record of service
Pathfinder (weekly), 1 year.
Woman's World, 2 years.
with an unchanged polParents' Magazine, 6 mos.
icy of proclaiming the truth. In bundles of ten or more, 2,72
All must be to one address.
cents a copy. Order bundles to hand to your neighbors. Use
them at your services to hand to visitors. Thousands of them
being used in this way.

Premium Offer

A Token Offer

A Club Offer

Subscribe for the Advocate

GOSPEL ADVOCATE. CO.
NASHVILLE

TENNESSEE
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LITERATURE FOR EVERY NEED

INTERNATIONAL
SERIES
Beginners' Department:

Lesson Chart .. $1.25
Bible Lesson
Stories . . . .
.10
Picture Cards .
.04
Primary Department:

Little Jewels . . $0.12
Prrrnary
.05
Intermediate Department:

Elementary .. . $0.05
Intermediate . . .05
Junior Department:

Junior . .... . . . $0.05
Senior . . . . . . .
.05

GRADED SERIES
Beginners' Department:

My First Bible
Lessons,
for
age 4 .. . .... $0.10
My First Bible
Lessons, for
age 5
.10
Primary Department:

Workbook, for
age 6 . ... __ .$0.15
Workbook, for
age 7
.15
Picture Set:

36

pictures to
be used with
either of
above courses,
postpaid .... $1.00

Adult Department:

Adult _.... .. .. $0.12
Annual . . . . . .
.95

•

Guide to Child
Activi ty:

A textbook for
the teachers
and mothers,
one of each of
the first three
courses, price,
each ........ $1.00

M a n y aids, manuals,
maps, attendance cards,
pins, and booklets.
Write for Catalog
THE BEST IN
LITERATURE

•
Literature may be used
on Lord's day, in midweek classes, or in home
study.

•

•
Prompt, Efficient Service

Write for any furthe r
information

GOSPEL ADVOCATE COMPANY

NASHVILLE
TENNESSEE
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MAP OF NA&HVILLE T£NNE5~EE'
SHOWINQ MIIIN THORO~IIIIES AND

CH URCHE!'> OF
IN Nt'I5VILL£ AND

CHRIST .

DAvoosoN CouNTY.

Churches of Christ
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.

Acklen A venue Church.
Bells Bend Church.
Belmont Church.
Cedar Grove Church.
Central Church.
Chapel Avenue Church.
Charlotte Avenue Church.
Dickerson Road Church.
Donelson Church.
Edenwold Church.
Eighth A venue Church.
Eleventh Street Church.
Fairview Church.
Fifth Street Church.
Fourth A venue Church.
Gorman Avenue Church.
Grace Avenue Church.
Grandview Heights Church.
Green Street Church.
Highland A venue Church.
Hillsboro Church.
Home for the Aged Church.
Jackson Park Church.
Jo Johnston Avenue Church.
Joseph A venue Church.
Lawrence Avenue Church.
Lindsley Avenue Church.
Lipscomb College Church.
Lischey Avenue Church.
Madison Church.
Mead's Chapel Church.
New Shops Church.
Old Hickory Church.

34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.

Park Avenue Church.
Park Circle Church.
Pennsylvania Avenue Church.
Radnor Church.
Rains A venue Church.
Reid A venue Church.
Richland Creek Church.
Riverside Drive Church.
Russell Street Church.
Rural Hill Church.
Seventh and Buchanan Church.
Shelby A venue Church.
Third A venue Church.
Twenty-Second Avenue Church.
Trinity Lane Church.
Twelfth A venue Church.
Watkins Chapel Church.
Waverly-Belmont Church.
Buford's Chapel Church.
Neely's Bend Church.
Pennington's Bend Church.
Woodson Chapel Church.
Una Church.
Goodlettsville Church.
Otter Creek Church.
Ivy Point Church.

A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.

Fourteenth and Jackson.
Twenty-Sixth and Jefferson.
Sixth and Ramsey.
Fairfield and Green.
South Hill.
Horton.

COLORED CHURCHES

