
Tips for Researchers of the Stone-Campbell Movement 

 Disciples of Christ Historical Society is the largest single archival repository of 

the movement and it serves all streams of the movement, their congregations, 

ministers and ministries. University and seminary libraries hold some manuscript 

records and many have very good periodical holdings.  

For Churches of Christ, see:  

--Center for Restoration Studies, Abilene Christian University  www.acu.edu 

--Harding Graduate School of Religion, Memphis, TN. www.hugsr.edu 

--Beaman Library, Lipscomb University, Nashville, TN. www.lipscomb.edu 

For Christian Churches and Churches of Christ, see: 

--Emmanuel School of Religion, Johnson City, TN. www.esr.edu 

--Lincoln Christian College and Seminary, Lincoln, IL. www.lccs.edu 

--Cincinnati Christian University, Cincinnati, OH. www.ccuniversity.edu 

For Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), see: 

--Christian Theological Seminary, Indianapolis, IN. www.cts.edu 

--Lexington Theological Seminary, Lexington, KY. www.lextheo.edu 

 For research in the Christian Connection, Congregational Christian Church, or 

United Church of Christ history, contact the UCC archives at www.ucc.org. 

 

 

Think specific and ask for the information you want.  Often researchers ask for 

what they think an archive might have.  Archivists will be better able to assist 

when your question is as specific as you can make it.   

 Think broadly in terms of the circumstances of your ancestor’s religious life.  

For example, consider researching frontier revivals, or urban churches in industrial 

cities or the theological debates of their day.  While a religious archive may or may 

not have that wonderful original baptismal record, they will have abundant 

resources for understanding what life and faith was like in that particular group 

when your ancestor lived.  

http://www.acu.edu/
http://www.hugsr.edu/
http://www.lipscomb.edu/
http://www.esr.edu/
http://www.lccs.edu/
http://www.ccuniversity.edu/
http://www.cts.edu/
http://www.lextheo.edu/
http://www.ucc.org/


When searching in periodical indices, spend a few minutes getting used to how 

the index is arranged.  Are cities listed separately or under states?  Are 

congregations listed separately or under cities (or states)?  Is your ancestor’s 

county or township listed? 

If your ancestor is not a minister, preacher or denominational leader of some 

kind, the likelihood of finding them in a periodical diminishes.  Fortunately, 

several of the major nationwide periodicals of the Stone-Campbell movement have 

been indexed.  Always search these first and search them in every way you can 

imagine (see the hint above).  Consult your archivist to see whether smaller 

regional or local periodicals exist that may mention your ancestor or congregation.  

These may be more apt to include an obituary than the larger national papers.  If 

you know your ancestor’s date of death even a page-by-page search in the volumes 

or on microfilm will not take very long. 

Periodical indices may not mention your ancestor, but they may mention a 

relevant preacher, teacher or minister.  This is worth pursuing for two reasons: 1) 

while the indexers may have indexed only the author, subject or title of an article, 

they very likely did not read every article.  You may helpful information in articles 

by or about a minister who spent time in your ancestor’s town or church. 2) Time 

spent researching some of who was teaching or preaching in your ancestor’s city 

repays itself in understanding what life and faith was like for them. 

Congregational files and minister’s biographical files often supplement each 

other very well. 

 Several state and regional histories are available. For Disciples and Christian 

Churches, state missionary society and regional records contain congregational 

information available nowhere else. 

Is your ancestor’s congregation a church plant from a larger nearby church?  For 

example, most Nashville Churches of Christ can be traced back to a small handful 

of congregations.  Perhaps your ancestor was active in the planting church? 

Was your ancestor’s church formerly part of another denomination?  For 

example, Vine Street Christian Church in Nashville traces its history back to the 

Baptist Church of Nashville.  In the early Stoneite churches, you will find many 

former Presbyterians; in the O’Kelly movement many former Methodists, and in 

the early Campbell movement many former Baptist churches.  Your ancestor may 

show up in more than one religious archive. 

Was your ancestor affiliated with more than one religious group?   


